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CHAPTER I 
PURPOSE AND SOOPE 
This study is a survey to answer three questions of 
student use of Keene Teachers College Library: (1) How 
much do students use the library and what students use the 
library? (2) How well do students know how to use library 
resources? (3) Need the teachers college student use the 
library to obtain good marks? 
Readings in various courses on education all emphasize 
the increasing value of the use of library materials in 
teaching and learning situations. 
Keene Teachers College students are for the most part 
prospective teachers. As prospective teachers are they 
being trained in the 11library habit" as part of their col-
lege career? 
Two assumptions are necessary to make the results of 
this study meaningful: (1) the college library provides 
the major part of Keene Teachers ·college students• material 
for research work1; (2) student use of the library as 
studied through book loans is one measure of the effective-
nes of the college library2• 
1 Of., Chapter IV, p • . 36 
2nouglas Waples, et al. The Library, University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, 1936, P• 40 
-·--
The information of library use was gathered from 460 
students during the first semester of the college year 
1949-50, September 12-January 2S by individual borrower's 
records, individual scores on library tests administered 
during the semester, and a carefully composed and revised 
questionnaire. 
DESCRIPTION AND AIM OF KEENE TEACHERS COLLEGE: 
Keene Teachers College is one of two state teachers 
colleges in New Hampshire. It is located at Keene, N. H., 
a small city of 15,000 population. It started as a normal 
school in 1909 and became a teachers college in 1939· It 
offers a four year undergraduate course leading to a 
Bachelor of Education degree and in 1947 was authorized by 
the State Board of Education to give a Master's Degree in 
Education. The college is accredited by the American Asso-
ciation of Colleges for Teacher Education and the New 
England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Keene Teachers College is a coeducational college. The 
enrollment at the beginning of the college year 1949-50 was 
476 students with an even distribution of men and women. 
There are five major curriculums: Distributive Educa-
tion, Elementary Education, Home Economics, Secondary Edu-
cation, and Trades and Industry. Seniors spend one semester 
practice teaching - some in the Keene city schools, some in 
2 
-= 
the two college laboratory schools, and some in other schools 
throughout the state. Since this study covers only one se-
mester of the college year 1949-50, this means that part of 
the Senior class was away from the campus entirely, part was 
living on the campus but teaching in the city, and only part 
was attending daily classes as were the rest of the students. 
The aim of the college as stated in the latest catalog 
follows: 
The primary purpose of Keene Teachers College is to pro-
vide a college program that will give its students such 
opportunities as will make it possible for them to devel-
op those broad understandings and skills which are signif-
icant attributes of educated citizens in a democracy as 
well as of successful teachers. Such a program provides 
an integrated and balanced emphasis upon the following 
elements: 1. A broad general basic education; 2. Compre-
hensive training in a specialized field; 3· Professional 
knowledge and skill in te~ching; 4. An inner urge to 
learn and to help others.J 
THE COLLEGE LIBRARY: 
The college library occupies an entire brick building 
located across a main street from the rest of the campus. 
The main building is an old brick mansion to which two large 
wings have been added. There are no seminar, departmental, 
nor domitory libraries. The seating capacity is 125. Two 
typewriters are available for student use. 
In September, 1949, the time of the beginning of this 
study, there were approximately 23,000 volumes. The collec-
3Keene Teachers College. Bulletin of Information and Cata-
log of Courses, 1948-49, P• 29 
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tion provides not only books in the academic and professional 
fields as needed in the college courses, but also includes a 
representative collection of the better current fiction and 
non-fiction. Special collections include a Sample Textbook 
Collection, a Children's Literature Collection, and a New 
Hampshire Collection. 
The library subscribes to approximately 150 periodicals 
and has a fairly large picture file and a pamphlet collection. 
Six daily newspapers are available: Christian Science 
Monitor, Boston Herald, Boston Globe, New York Times, 
Manchester Union and Keene Evening Sentinel. Also available 
is the New York Sunday Times. 
There is little in the way of audio-visual material with 
the exception of a small collection of filmstrips. 
The library is open the following hours whenever college 
is in session. It is closed during all college vacations. 
Monday - Thursday •• 7:45 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
-
5:45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
-
9:00p.m. 
Friday ••.••••.••.•• 7: ~-5 a.m. 
-
12:20 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
- 5:45 p.m. 
Saturday ••••••••••• 9:00 a.m. 
-
12:00 noon 
Sunday ••••••••••••• 7:00 p.m. 
-
9:00p.m. 
The Dewey Decimal Classification is used in an entirely 
open-shelf arrangement. 
Students are loaned most material for a two week period 
with the exception of periodicals which circulate for one 
·-
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-week. Reserve books must be used in the building during the 
day and may be taken overnight from g:30 p.m. to g:oo a.m. 
the following day. Students pay fines of two cents a day 
for two-week books and periodicals and ten cents for the 
first hour and five cents an hour after the first for re-
serve books. 
All entering Freshmen are given, as part of their 
Orientation Course, three class hours introduction by the 
librarian to the use of the library. The briefness of such 
a course means that students can be no more than introduced 
to the classification system, the card catalog, the more 
important reference books and the periodical indexes. 
The library staff consists of two professional workers 
the librarian and the assistant librarian. In addition, 
there is a small amount of student help but either the li-
brarian or the assistant is on duty whenever the library is 
open. 
Keene Public Library is several blocks away and results 
of the questionnaire to be discussed later bear out the as-
sumption made earlier that the college library provides the 
major part of the students• research work. 
DEFINITION OF TERMS USED: 
Two-week books: Those books drawn from the general stack 
collection and issued for two weeks. 
5 
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Reserve books: Those books requested by instructors to 
be kept together for required readings and having limited 
circulation. They must be read in the library during the 
day and may be taken from the building only overnight. There 
is no time limit for their use in the building during the day. 
Periodicals: These are not bound and all but the latest 
issue are circulated for one week. 
Library test: The "Peabody Library Information Testn; 
revised edition, College level, Form A; by Louis Shores and 
Joseph E. Moore was used in testing library skills. 
Semester mark: Students are marked on a five point sys-
tem with letter grades A, B, C, D, F. "A" carries a value 
of four points; 11B11 has a value of three points; 11 0 11 has a 
value of two points; 11D11 has a value of one point; "F 11 de-
notes failure. The office takes the numerical value of the 
total of the individ~al student's marks for the semester, 
averages them, and arrives at a numerical average for each 
student. This numerical average is the scholastic score 
used in this study. 
Practice teachers: Seniors spend one semester in a real 
school situation. Some are placed in Keene city schools, 
some in the two college laboratory schools, and some in other 
schools throughout the state. 
G 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
In reviewing previous research on student use of the li-
brary and an effective libr ry, one finds most frequently a 
statement similar to this: 
Although much can be done to encourage and increase 
student reading by making books easily and attractively 
accessible and by other means, it is plain that the fun-
damental question in this connection is the character of 
the instructional work of the college ••• the library will 
be used heavily only when books become the major instru-
ments by which the educational program is carried on.l 
George Allez says: 
The teachers college library carries a definite re-
sponsibility to the whole educational system because of 
its strategic position to assist in developing the use 
of the library as an integral part of the educational 
method of all our schools. It is in the use of these 
teachers' college libraries that teachers during their 
professional training get the concept of the part the 
library plays in teaching. It is but natural that they 
will carry with them into the schools in which they te~.ch, 
whatever ideas, methods, and techniques of the library•s 
part in teaching they have received in college.2 
Most authorities agree that student use is one measure 
of the effectiveness of the library. Waples3 used it as one 
1Harvie Branscomb. Teaching with Books, Association of 
American Colleges and American Library Association, Chicago, 
1940, p. 79-SO 
2George Allez. "Postwar Teachers College Libraries", 
College and Research Libraries, vol. 6, no. 2, p. 1S4, March, 
1945 
3nouglas Waples, et al. The Library, University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, 193~P· 40 
7 
of his assumptions in his study and Branscomb says: 
There can be no doubt that many undergraduates use the 
library for purposes other than to draw out books. The 
value of these other services is not denied, but it is 
contended that these other activities are built around and 
related to the use of the book collection and that indica-
tions of the extent of this use will reveal perhaps better 
than any other single approach the significance of the 
library's contribution to the education of college stu-
dents.4 
There have been several studies of student library use. 
Julia Thorne5 did an analysis of student book loans in 
relation to intelligence ratings and reading interests at 
Plymouth Teachers College, New Hampshire. Since this is the 
"sister" college of Keene Teachers College, where the present 
survey is being made, her results showing the mean number of 
books borrowed per student are interesting for comparison. 
She found the mean number to be 20.3 for one college year, 
the median being 19.0.6 
McDiarmid7 found that the average number of books borrow-
4 Branscomb, £E• £!1., P• 2S-29 
7E. w. McDiarmid, Jr. "Conditions Affecting the Use of 
the College Library 11 , Library Quarterly, vol. 5, no. 1, 
January, 1935, P• 73 
8 
ed per student increased as students advanced in class year -
Freshman to Senior. Stieg•sS study found the same to be true 
in a varying degree. 
Thompson and Nicholson9 found that although Freshmen 
borrowed more volumes, upperclassmen read more books com-
pletely and that Freshmen read only part of the volumes bor-
rowed. 
Eurich found that "seniors have higher averages than 
sophomores and juniors in the total amount of time spent in 
library reading.nlO 
In Lancaster' all study of library use by student te~ch- i' 
ere attending colleges in the territory of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, he found that 
a little more than four-fifths of the time spent in libraries 
by student teachers is spent in the college library and the 
8L. F. Stieg. "Circulation Records and the Study of Col-
lege-Library Use", Library Quarterly, vol. 12, no. 1, January, 
1942, p. 102-103 
9R. I. Thompson and J. B. Nicholson. "Significant Influ-
ences on General Circulation in a Small College Library", 
Library Quarterly, vol. 11, no. 2, April, 1941, p. 150 
lOA. c. Eurich. "Significance of Library Reading Among I 
College Students", School and Society, vol. 36, July 16, 1932, 
p . 95 
11 u J. H. Lancaster. ~s~e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Teachers College, Columbia 
37 
9 
average time spent in libraries for one week was about nine 
and one half hours or slightly over half of the total study 
and reading time. 
Branscombl2 reviews several studies of undergraduate use 
of the library. He gives a summary of these which is repeat-
ed here for comparison: 
SUMMARY OF GENERAL CIRCULATION AVERAGES, 
FIFTY-FIVE INSTITUTIONS13 . 
Study Group Period 
Studied 
1 one 
Waples 35 colleges semester 
2 2,27g students one 
McDiarmid in 7 colleges semester 
3 2,43S students one 
Johnson in 5 colleges year 
4 2,292 students one half 
Univ. A in 1 univ. semester 
5 College B 
6 
Eurich 
7 
Parker 
S36 students 
in 1 college 
g,362 students 
in 1 univ. 
4,394 students 
in 1 univ. 
one 
semester 
typical 
week 
one half 
semester 
Av.per Student Av. 
Student Equated to 
Academic Year 
5·55 11.10 
3.16 12.64 
10.40 
11.go 
He gives similar data for reserve books repeated in the 
12Branscomb, £2• £!!., P· 17-27 
13 Ibid.' p. 26 
1_0 
following table: 
SUMMARY RESERVE BOOK COLLECTION4AVERAGES, TWELVE INSTITUTIONS! 
Av. No. Av. No. Av. Equated 
of Titles Group Period of Charg- to one year Study Studied per es per 
Student Student Titles Charges 
2,27S 
2 students one (MoDi- in 7 semes- 12.3S 26.95 24.76 53-90 
armid) colleges ter 
1,763 
students one 3 (John- in 4 year 26.19 60 ,S7 26.19 60.S7 
son) colleges 
2,292 one 
4 univ. half (Univ. students semes- ..... 12.94 . . . . . 51-76 
A) in 1 ter 
Branscomb's conclusions based on the data in the two pre-
ceding tables are as follows: 
The average number of books borrowed per year for the 
general collection seems to be about twelve per student 
but the average would be lower were it not for the pres-
ence of a small number of students who take out a great 
many books. The mass of undergraduates make very little 
use of the main book collection. The medians are lower 
than the average in each case where both figures are 
known •• ., 
In the case of reserve books ••• one finds from a fifth 
to nearly a third of the students making virtually no use 
of the reserve collection. The medians are again lower 
than the averages.l5 
14B b ·t 27 
· ranscom , .2P.· £L·, P• 
15 Ibid~, p. 36-37 
:11 
From the complete data presented in the chapter, 
Branscomb further concludes: 
••• it seems evident that college faculties are making 
only a very limited use of the library in their teaching 
work ••• This seems to demonstrate ••• that ••• the library has 
not been fully integrated into the major program of the 
college ••• 
Those colleges which have much heavier circulation 
merely prove the fact that the library can be made to play 
a larger part in the program of instruction than it seems 
to be doing in the majority of cases.l6 
Lancaster's study included consideration of the know-
ledge of library tools and materials by student teachers. 
His findings were that students 
are weakest in knowledge of the card catalog and 
general reference books, are moderately skillful in selec-
ting library sources for locating information for special 
purposes, and fairly familiar with the printed parts of a 
book.lg 
He also concludes: 
that college library instruction has some value indi-
cated by the positive correlation of + .34 ± .031 between 
mean scores of the colleges on the Library Information 
Test and the percentage of students reporting library in-
struction in college.I9 
Some studies have been made of the relationship between 
student borrowings and scholarship. 
Eurich, in a study in 1930 at the University of 
l6Branscomb , .21?.• ill• , P • 37 
17Lancaster, ~· £!1• 
lSibid., P• 107 
l9Ibid., p. lOS 
:12 
Minnesota of 347 students who kept records of their reading 
for one week, concludes: 
For the group of sophomores, juniors, and seniors com-
bined, the coefficient .04 ± .16 is indication of negligi-
ble relationship or an insignificant difference between 
the mean percentile ranks of the two groups. Since the 
same trend is observed with the homogeneous group of soph-
omores the evidence points consistently to no relation-
ship between reading or not reading in the library as 
measured by the College Ability Teat.20 
Eurich did find however that "students who spend some 
time reading in the University Library have a significantly 
higher scholarship average than those who do not"21. 
McDiarmid22 in a study of seven college libraries in the 
North Central Area in the spring semester 1932-33 found a low 
correlation between grade-point averages and number of titles 
read. As a partial explanation he said, "Good students can 
read fast, hile poor students must reread often to master a 
given assignment. "23 
He also found that the mean number of titles decreased 
as the grade-point score groups decreased and concluded that 
students of high scholastic standing borrow more books than 
students of low scholastic standing.24 
20Eurich, ~· £11•, P• 95 
21Ibid, P• 96 
22McDiarmid, ££• cit., P• 63 
23toc. ill· 
24Loc. ill· 
1_3 
A later study (19}S-39; 1939-40) by Stieg25 at Hamilton 
College found no significant correlation between the number 
of books borrowed by students and their course grades. He 
offered two explanations: (1) there is no correlation or 
(2) there is a relationship but it cannot be measured by the 
product-moment method.26 He then divided the students into 
three classifications• good, mediocre, and poor according 
to course grades and computed the average number of loans for 
each of these classifications and showed their difference 
from the average of all students. This method showed that 
"good" students had a higher average of loans than the 
average of all students and "mediocre" and 11 poor" students 
had a lower average number of loans than the average for all 
students. 27 
Branscomb2S made a study in a large university of the 
grades of students making negligible use of the library and 
in part of their work falling in the departments of social 
science and the humanities and found that the average grades 
of the non-users of the library were almost identical with 
that of the student body as a whole and concluded that 11 in 
25stieg, 22• cit., P• lOS 
26Ibid., p. 105-106 
27Ibid., P• 106 
2S Branscomb, ~· £!1., P• 45 
1_4 
this institution it was not necessary to ·use the library to 
do better than average work in the courses involved.u29 
He offers that this university is fairly typical because 
the instructors were trained at the same graduate 
schools as those of other American universities and follo 
in general the commonly accepted methods of instruction ••• 
[and] the average number of books borrowed per student in 
this institution approximates so closely the figures found 
for other institutions.30 
He concludes• 
(Jhe] facts seem to give one explanation and probably 
the primary explanation of why students use the library so 
little. They do not use the library's books because in a 
great deal of their work they do not have to; they can do 
quite acceptable work, in some cases possibly better work, 
without doing so ••• 
One gets the impression from the data surveyed ••• that 
the library is a stag~1removed from the vital center of the work of teaching.' 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH which is pertinent to the present 
survey of the use of the library by students at Keene Teachers 
College: 
A. Library use - The average number of books borrowed 
per year from the general collection is about twelve books 
per student. Equated to this study of one semester, this 
would be about six per student. The median number of volumes 
borrowed is generally lower than the mean number of volumes 
29Branscomb, £2• £11., P• 46 
3°Ibid., P• 52 
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borrowed. From one-fifth to one-third of the students make 
practically no use of the reserve books. 
B. Library skill - College instruction in using the 
library did seem to have some value in increasing library 
skill. Students were found to be weak in use of the card 
catalog and general reference books and fairly familiar with 
printed parte of a book. 
c. Library usage and scholarship - There seems to be 
little significant relationship between library usage and 
excellence in scholarship although some studies show that 
the better students scholastically tend to have a higher 
average of loans than the average for the total student body. 
i6 
--
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
The library has always kept a daily circulation record. 
Since this study' is based upon student use of the library, 
reoords were kept of faculty use and the totals subtracted 
from the total record to give a total picture of student 
borrowings. 
A borrower ' s card was kept for each student and the dai-
ly record of each student ' s borrowings of general two-week 
books and periodicals was recorded each night by the writer. 
Renewals were not counted. Waples found that renewals repre-
sented "so small a proportion of free circulation that these 
could be omitted without loss.ttl 
An individual record of the reserve borrowings of each 
student was compiled at the end of the semester from the 
reserve book carde . If a book were taken off reserve before 
the end of the semester, the card was kept aside so the 
total would be accurate. 
A questionnaire concerning student library use was 
distributed to students in the first week of December through 
various classes. They were collected through these same 
1Douglas W~ples, et al. The Library, University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1936, P• ~9 
classes the following week. 415 questionnaires were distrib-
uted and 237 ere returned. 
The library test was administered to the Freshmen at the 
end of their introduction to the library. Other classes ere 
given the test throughout the semester in individual courses 
a the onportunity ose. A check was made with the Adminis-
tration Office to determine which classes ould cover the 
largest number of students. Teachers of these classes were 
contacted and generously gave up class time for the giving 
of the teat. A total of 3SO tests were given: 56 Senior , 
S2 Juniors, 107 Sophomores, and 135 Freshmen. 
In assembling the data from the borrowers• records, 
frequency tables were set up and means and medians figured 
from this grouped data for chapter four. 
For the questionnaire, results were tallied and percent-
ages of total replies figured for questions which seemed to 
add value to the findings of the study. The last page of 
the questionnaire was discarded because of the difficulty of 
tabulating results in such a way they would have meaning in 
the total picture and because it was felt the replies showed 
more library use than other figures and observation indicated. 
The Otis Normal Percentile Chart was used in obtaining 
converted scores from the raw scores on the library tests. 
In chapter six, the "critical ratio 11 as computed to 
· 8 
show the significance of the differences found in the mean 
number of books borrowed per student between the scholastic 
grades. 
The formula for finding the ''critical ratio"(C.R.) hen 
the two means are expressed 
c.R. 
by 111 and M2 
Diff 
M1- M2 
is: 
The standard error of a difference bet een two means 
(SEDiff ) is found by use of the formula: 
MlM2 
It a decided that a "critical ratio" of 3.0 or more 
would indicate a significant difference in means. 
In reference to the "critical ratio" and its implica-
tiona, Wert says: 
When ver thi r tio is unity, the chances are 6g in 
100 that the difference is too great to be the result of 
sampling fluctuations; henever this ratio is two, the 
chances are 95 out of 100 that the difference is too 
great to be the result of sampling fluctuations; whenever 
the ratio is three or more, it is a practical cert inty 
that the difference is too great to ·be the result of 
sampling fluctuations.2 
2J. E. Wert. Educational statistics, McGraw-Hill Book 
Co., Inc., New York, 193S, P• 145 
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CHAPTER IV 
STUDENT LIBRARY USE 
The questions to be answered in this chapter are: 
(1) What was the total student circulation for this semester 
on which the study is based and what types of material were 
used? (2) Who used this material? 
TABLE 1 
TOTAL STUDENT CIRCULATION, FIRST SEMESTER, 
1949-50, BY TYPES OF MATERIAL 
Type of material Total number 
Two-week books 4,290 
Fiction 929 
Non-fiction 3,361 
Reserve books 11,044 
Periodicals 1,194 
Pamphlets 159 
Pictures 516 
Films g 
Total 17,211 
Source~ Daily record circulation book, 
Keene Teachers College Library 
It will be seen from these figures that reserve books 
pl yed a large part in the students• library reading. Since 
the number of periodicals is less than •7% of the total and 
~0 
the number of pamphlets, pictures, and films combined is also 
such a small part of the total (slightly more than ·3%) they 
will be disregarded in the rest of this study. 
Table 1 answers question one of this chapter but this 
actually means little until question two "Who used this 
material?" is also answered. 
TABLE 2 
MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF VOLUMES BORROWED 
PER STUDENT*, FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY TYPE OF MATERIAL 
Type of material 
Two-week books 
Reserve books 
Mean 
S.29 
19-75 
Median 
•460 students including practice teachers 
living on campus. 
Table 2 shows the mean and the median number of volumes 
borrowed per student for both two-week books and reserve 
books. In comparing the average number of volumes borrowed 
per student at Keene Teachers college with other studies, a 
summary of which will be found on page 10 of this study, it 
' was found that the mean for two-week books for one semester 
is higher than any of the studies summarized by Branscomb.! 
1 Harvie Branscomb. 
American Colleges and 
1940, P• 26 
Teaching with books, Association of 
American Library Association, Chicago, 
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Compared to the study by Thorne2at Plymouth Teachers 
College, who discovered a mean of 20.31 volumes borrowed per 
student for one year, the Keene mean of 17.5g volumes borrowed 
per student {equated to one year) is lower than that of 
Plymouth. 
The picture is somewhat different regarding reserve books. 
In comparing the mean number of reserve books borrowed per 
student with studies summarized by Branscomb3, the Keene stu-
dent borrowed an average of five books per student less than 
the students in the study showing the lowest average per stu-
dent. One factor here may be the fact that the Keene reserve 
system is a rather "loose" one. There is no limit to the 
time a book may be kept during the day. Although this usually 
amounts to one class period, it is a fact that a popular book 
may be kept during the entire morning, afternoon, or evening, 
or may be passed from one student to another before it is re-
turned to the reserve book desk. This would mean that it 
would be possible that some use would not have been recorded. 
Since, however, the Keene average for two-week or "free" 
loans was higher per student than most other studies, it 
might mean students were less dependent on required readings 
~ranscomb, .2£• cit., P• 27 
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and did more study of the independent type. 
TABLE 3 
MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER STUDENT, FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY CLASSES 
Diff. from Diff. from 
Class No. of Mean mean of Median median of Students total stu- total stu-
dent body dent body 
Senior 83 8.44 + .15 4.90 • 34 
Junior 121 11.62 + 3·33 7·79 ... 2.55 
Sophomore 11e 8.44 + .15 6.e6 + ·3g 
Freshman 13g 5·65 - 2.79 4.46 ·79 
From this table, it is seen that the Junior class with-
drew the largest number of two-week books per student and 
that both the mean and median for the group are larger than 
the mean and median for the total student body. 
In the Senior and Sophomore class, the average number 
of books borrowed per student was also larger than that of 
the total student body although the Senior median is slight-
ly lower than that of the total student body. A factor 
affecting the Senior averages may be the fact that of the 
total number of Seniors, 41.2% were practice teaching and 
only those in the Elementary field made any use of the li-
brary during this time. Another factor could be the highly 
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s ecialized character of the Senior subjects in the fields of 
Distributive Education, Home Economics, and Trades and Indus-
try. 
TABLE 4 
MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORRO\VED 
PER STUDENT, FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50 
Class 
Senior* 
Junior 
Sophomore 
Freshman 
No. of 
Students 
50 
121 
llg 
lJS 
Mean 
15.01 
17.29 
30-30 
16.30 
*No practice teachers 
BY CLASSES 
Diff. from 
mean of 
total stu-
dent body 
- 4.74 
2.46 
+ 10 55 
- .45 
Median 
11.50 
13.g0 
2g.2o 
10.39 
Diff. from 
median of 
total stu-
dent body 
2.01 
This table shows a rather heavily weighted number of 
reserve books taken by Sophomores. Both the mean and the 
median for this group are well above those of the student 
body as a whole with the averages of the other three classes 
falling below the averages for the total group. 
Since there are five different curriculums offered at 
Keene Teachers College, the extent of library use by the 
students in each of these is shown in the next table. 
Although one would expect that the figures when assem-
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TABLE 5 
MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER STUDENT, FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50 
BY OURRIOULUMS 
Diff. from Diff. from 
Ou:rriculum No. of Mee,n mean of Median median of Stu- total stu- total stu-
dents dent body dent body 
Distributive 
Education 2S 3-03 - 5-26 2.20 
- 3·o4 
Elementary 
163 10.41 7.S6 Educ.ation + 2.12 -¥ 2.62 
Home 
Economics 54 13.S9 + 5.60 10.00 + 4.76 
Secondary 
Educe.tion 154 7-51 ·7g 5.S6 + .62 
Trades & 
Industry 61 2.S7 - 5-42 1.3S - 3.g6 
bled by curriculums would show that the Distributive Education 
and Trades and Industry groups were not heavy library users, 
the figure for the Home Economics group is surprising. That 
group showed quite a large mean number of two-week books bor-
rowed with a correspondingly large median. The Element ry 
students also borrowed more books per student than the student 
body as a whole. 
A possible explanation for the Secondary group having 
borrowed less volumes per student than the whole group is the 
25 
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fact that certain sections of the Secondary group - the 
science majors, the foreign language majors, and the mathema-
tics majors - do not use the library resources to any gre t 
extent and so lower the averages for the group as a whole. 
If figures had been kept of these separate groups in the Sec-
ondary field, they would have made further interesting com-
parisons. 
TABLE 6 
ME AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER STUDENT, FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50 
BY CURRICULUMS 
Diff. from Diff. from 
Curriculum No. of Mean mean of Median median of Stu- total stu- total stu-
dents• dent body dent body 
Distributive 
Education 2S 13.00 
- 6-75 10.35 5.46 
' Elementary 
154 26.00 6.25 21.40 Education + .... 5·59 
Home 
Economics 54 12.45 7 ·30 9.10 6. 70 
Secondary 
6.20 3-54 Education 132 23.55 ~ 19.35 + 
Trades & 
Industry 59 6.13 - 13.S2 4.00 - ll.Sl 
• No practice teachers 
Although the Home Economics girls took out more two-week 
books per student than the other curriculums, they were not so 
--
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dependent on reserve books as Table 6 shows. The students 
that made greatest use of the reserve books were the Elemen-
tary and Secondary students whose mean and median number 
of volumes borrowed per student are well above the mean and 
median of the total student body. It can be seen from 
Table 6 that the Trades and Industry boys again show the low-
est mean and median number of books borrowed. Comparatively 
speaking, Trades and Industry students made little or no use 
of the reserve books. 
-
The foregoing tables have been based on total number of 
students. Obviously, there were some students who made little 
or no use of library resources. To show to what extent this 
was true, the following tables have been assembled. 
TABLE 7 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS BORROWING LESS THAN 
ONE BOOK PER MONTH, FIRST SEMESTER, 
1949-50, BY TYPE OF MATERIAL 
Two-week Reserve 
books books 
No. of students 460 427* 
Mean no. vols. 
withdrawn per student S.29 19.75 
No. of students 
withdrawing 0-3 books 15S 73 
% of students 
34% 17% withdrawing 0-3 books 
*No practice teachers 
!I 
I 
I 
In these tables, negligible use has been defined as less 
than one book a month or less than four books per student per 
semester. 
The data in Table 7 indicates that the majority of stu-
dents did use the college library and that more students 
used reserve books than books from the general collection. 
This is what would be expected since books on reserve contain, 
for the most part, required readings. 
In a study showing similar data, it was found that 
66.9% of the student body made negligible use of the general 
book collection and 29.5% made little use of the reserve book 
collection.4 Other studies were quoted where the negligible I 
use of two-week books was over fifty percent of the student I 
body and negligible use of reserve books over twenty percent.5 1 
The small percent of students who made negligible use of 
the library resources at Keene Teachers College indicates that 
the teachers college student, compared to these other studies, 
is well aware of the resources of the college library. 
To make the picture even more detailed, percentages of 
students who made negligible use of the library were figured 
by classes and by curriculums. 
Table g shows these figures for two-week books by 
4Branscomb, £2• cit., p. 30-31 
5Ibid., p. 35-36 
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classes. 
TABLE 8 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS BORROWING LESS THAN FOUR 
TWO-WEEK BOOKS FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY CLASSES 
Mean no. of No. of stu- % of stu-
Class No. of vols. with- dents with- dents with-students drawn per drawing drawing 
student 0-:3 books 0-3 books 
Senior 83 s . 44 33 39% 
Junior 121 11.62 34 28% 
Sophomore 118 8.44 36 30% 
Freshman 13S 5-65 55 39% 
TABLE 9 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS BORROWING LESS THAN FOUR 
RESERVE BOOKS FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY CLASSES 
Mean no. of No. of stu- % of stu-
No. of vole. with- dents with- dents with-Olass students drawn per drawing drawing 
student 0-3 books 0-3 books 
Senior 50* 15.01 10 2CY'/o 
Junior 121 17.29 17 14% 
Sophomore 118 30.)0 4 3% 
Freshman 138 16.00 42 30% 
*No practice teachers 
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Here, again, it was less than half of the students who 
made little use of the general collection. The fact that 
thirty-nine percent of the Seniors used the library very little 
is partly due to the inclusion of the practice teachers in the 1 
Secondary field who made very little use of the college library 
during this period. 
Table 9 shows that the Sophomores made the greatest use 
of the reserve books since only three percent show negligible 
use of reserve books. Since 11 figures are below the fifty 
percent mark, in both two-week books and reserve books for 
all classes, it would appear that students use the library 
throughout their college life. 
When the figures are set up by curriculums, two groups 
emerge with large numbers of the group making little use of 
the library. This is shown in the two tables which follow. 
A large percent of the Distributive Education students 
and the Trades and Industry students made little or no use 
of the two-week books. In Table 56, these two groups showed 
a very small mean and median number of volumes borrowed per 
student. 
The majority of students in the other three curriculums 
do use the general collection. It is interesting to note 
that although the mean number of volumes borrowed per student 
is highest for the Home Economics students, the Elementary 
6 Of. p. 25 
~ 
I 
ll 
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TABLE 10 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS BORROWING LESS THAN FOUR 
TWO-WEEK BOOKS FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY CURRICULUMS 
= % of=stu-Mean no. of No. of stu-
No. of vola. with- dents with- dents with-
Curriculum students drawn per drawing drawing 
student 0-3 books 0-3 books 
Distributive 
Education 2S 3·03 19 6S% 
Elementary 
163 10.41 19'% Education 32 
Home 
Economics 54 13.S9 15 29% 
Secondary 
154 14 29% Education 7·51 
Trades & 
Industry 61 2.S7 4S 79% 
students had the smallest percent who made only negligible 
use of the two-week books. 
Although more students used the reserve books, the 
picture as shown in Table 11 is very much the same although 
the percentages of students making little or no use of the 
reserve collection are smaller than those of the students 
making negligible use of the two-week books. This is true 
even in the case of the Distributive Education students and 
the Trades and Industry students. 
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TABLE 11 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS BORROWING LESS THAN FOUR 
RESERVE BOOKS FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY CURRICULUMS 
Mean no. of No . of stu- % of stu-No . of vola. with- dents with- dents with-Curriculum students* drawn per drawing drawing 0-3 
student 0-3 books books 
Distributive 
Education 2S 1).00 g 29% 
Elementary 
154 26.00 S% Education 13 
Home 
Economics 54 12.45 14 26% 
Secondary 
Education 132 23 . 55 g 6% 
Trades & 
Industry 59 6.13 30 511o 
*No practice teachers 
These figures show that only a small percent of Elemen-
tary and Secondary students (less than ten percent in each 
case) did not use the reserve book collection. In other words, 
the reserve book collection was large ly used by the Elementary 
and Secondary students and the majority of these students used 
the reserve book collection. 
In summarizing the results of the data in this chapter, 
the following facts have emerged. 
The largest mean number of two-week books was taken by 
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the Juniors and the percent of Juniors making negligible use 
of the general collection was the smallest. 
Freshmen tended to make the least use of the t o-week 
books, showing the smallest mean, the smallest median number 
of books borrowed per student and the largest percent of stu-
dents making negligible use of the general collection. 
Seniors also showed a large percent of their group who did 
not use the general collection. 
Although the Home Economics students took the highest 
average number of two-week books er student and also have 
the highest median, a larger percent of the Elementary stu-
dents used the general collection. On the other side of the 
picture, it was the Trades and Industry boys who took the 
lowest number of books per student, and had the largest per-
cent of students who made only negligible use of the general 
collection. 
The reserve book collection shows a different set of 
II 
users although the non- users remain practically the same. 
Sophomores show the largest average number of reserve 
books borrowed per student, have the largest median and show 
I 
only a very small percent of their group ho made little or 1
1 
no use of the reserve book collection. II 
The Freshmen and Seniors show the least reserve book use; 
, the Seniors having the smallest mean number of books borrowed 
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but the Freshmen having the smallest median and the largest 
percent of students who made little or no use of the reserve 
books. 
The reserve book collection seems to have been used 1-
most entirely by the Elementary and Secondary students and 
less than ten percent of the total students of these two 
curriculums made negligible use of the reserve books. 
In determining the non-users of reserve books, the figures 
again point to the Trades and Industry group with the lowest 
mean and the lowest median number of volumes borrowed per stu-
dent and the largest percent of students who made little or 
no use of this part of the library collection. 
In the questionnaire, students were asked to check rea-
sons for not using the library more than they did. The re-
sults are shown in Table 12. 
The ercentages given are based on the 237 replies to 
the questionnaire which represent just about fifty percent of 
the total student body. Whether results would have been 
different if the total student body had responded cannot be 
said. However, even from the part of the students who did 
reply, it is interesting to see that the two reasons given 
most often for not using the college library more were 11 time 
limited" and "course did not require it". The latter reason 
should no doubt be investigated further by the library staff. 
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TABLE 12 
REASONS FOR NOT USING COLLEGE LIBRARY MORE 
(IN ORDER OF LARGEST NUMBER CHECKING) 
Reason % checking 
Time limited 4S% 
Course does not require it 36% 
Poor lighting 26% 
Noisy 22% 
Library does not have material 14% 
Attitude of library staff 12% 
Crowded 11% 
Atmosphere of library 11% 
Do not care for reading 9% 
Do not know how to use library 3% 
Shelf arrangement of books 2% 
Books out of order 2% 
"Poor lighting" and 11noisy 11 are two factors which should 
be corrected. The other items mentioned concern such a small 
portion of total students that they can be regarded as not 
requiring too much attention. 
Other reasons given for not using the library more in-
eluded: practice teaching, cold room, too much social gath-
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ering, prefer to study in own room, own personal material, 
nearer to public library, commuter, like to smoke while 
studying, open at inconvenient times. The number listing 
the items just mentioned was negligible but has been included 
for interest. 
One further question concerning library usage is perti-
nent to the questions in this chapter. That concerns the 
use of the public library by college students. 
Students were asked on the questionnaire to check "yes", 
"no", or "occasionally" to the question 11 Do you use the Keene 
Public Library? 11 and to estimate the number of volumes with-
drawn per week. 
Twenty-seven percent indicated they did use the public 
library; thirty-one percent indicated they did not use the 
public library; and forty-two percent indicated they used it 
only occasionally. Of the sixty-nine percent reporting any 
use of the public library, only slightly more than sixteen 
percent indicated using it more than one book a month. Since 
there are no other libraries in town and the two book stores 
are small and cater more to the current fiction and non-
fiction trade, these results would seem to support the as-
sumption made in Chapter I that the college library provides 
-
the major part of the material for the students' research 
work. 
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CHAPTER V 
STUDENT LIBRARY SKILL 
There is another important phase to study in any survey 
of the library use by students in a college training prospec-
tive teachers. Not only is it important to know whether or 
not students use the library while they are in college, it 
is also important to learn whether or not prospective teachers 
are acquiring skills in using a library effectively. Are 
they acquiring the equipment which will enable them to guide 
their own students in learning effective library use when 
they become teachers? 
Because students get such little formal training in how 
to use the college library at Keene Teachers College - a brief 
three hour introduction course at the beginning of their 
freshman year - it seemed advisable to test their skill in 
using the library to see how much they had learned by them-
selves and through informal, individual help from the librari-
an throughout their college career. 
The Peabody Library Information Test;revised edition, 
college level, form A; by Louis Shores and Joseph E. Moore 
was given to as many of the students as possible. The total 
number of tests given was 3g0; 56 to Seniors, g2 to Juniors, 
107 to Sophomores, and 135 to Freshmen. 
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TABLE 13 
COMPARISON OF KEENE PERCENTILE SCORES WITH 
PERCENTILE SCORES GIVEN AS NORMS 
IN THE TEST MANUAL 
Score Norms• Keene# 
Q3 79 so 
Median 64 6S 
Ql 51 59 
Q Dev. 14 10.5 
Range 13-133 21-139 
*Based on 1379 cases representing ten col-
leges. 
#3flo cases 
It can be seen from Table 13 that Keene students as a 
hole did better on the library test than the students on 
which the norms were based. 
Because Freshmen were given the test at the close of 
their introductory course to the library, it was felt that 
this might have been a contributing factor in raising the Keene 
median. Because the interest of this study is whether the 
college is turning out teachers ho have developed skill in 
using a library as art of their college training, percentile 
scores were figured for each class. 
Table 14 shows that the Sophomores did the oorest on the 
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TABLE 14 
PERCENTILE SCORES FOR EACH CLASS COMPARED WITH THOSE 
GIVEN AS NORMS IN THE TEST MANUAL 
Score Norms Freshman Sophomore Junior 
Q3 79 S2 74 Sl 
Median 64 69 66 69 
Ql 51 59 59 5S 
Q Dev. 14 11.5 7·5 11.5 
Range 13-133 35-139 20-109 35-134 
Senior 
S2 
68.5 
63 
9-5 
25-125 
test. It is interesting to note here that the Sophomores were 
shown in the previous chapter to be the largest users of re-
serve books.l 
The Junior scores show some increase over those of the 
Sophomore scores. Since the Juniors were shown in the pre-
vious chapter to be the largest users of the general collec-
tion2, it would seem that as the students advance in their 
college career, they tend to use the general collection of 
books more than the reserve books and thus become more skill-
ful in using the library. 
The Freshman scores do tend to be high in comparison with 
1 Of., P• 24 
2 Of., P• 23 
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the rest of the classes. An interesting study would be a 
follow-up test another year to see how each class compares 
with itself after a year of using the library. 
Although Senior scores are about the same as the others, 
and are higher than the norms, nevertheless in a college 
training teachers such scores do not indicate that the college 
is sending out teachers fully equipped to use a library to 
the best advantage or to show their pupils library skills. 
This is more evident when the median score of 6S.5 for the 
Senior class is compared with the total possible score on the 
library test which is 19S. 
Score 
~3 
Median 
Ql 
~ Dev. 
Range 
TABLE 15 
PERCENTILE SCORES FOR EACH CURRICULUM* 
COMPARED WITH THOSE GIVEN AS NORMS 
IN THE TEST MANUAL 
Distri- Elemen- Home Second-
Norms butive tary Eco- ary Educa- Educa- nomic a Educa-
tion tion tion 
79 70 so so 86 
64 65 69 68 67 
51 52 62 59 62 
14 9 9 11 12 
13-133 22-36 25-114 45-109 31-135 
Trades 
and 
Industry 
75 
63 
54 
11 
35-94 
*Distributive Education - 2S cases; Elementary Education - 139 
cases; Home Economics - 4S cases; Secondary Education -
cases; Trades and Industry - 4S cases. 
117 
40 
I 
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In the previous chanter, it was noted that the Trades and 
Industry groups made the least use of both the general collec-
tion and the reserve books. The Home Economics and Elementary 
students made the most use of the general collection and the 
Elementary and Secondary students made the most use of the re-
serve book collection.3 
Table 15 shows no extreme differences in the median 
scores of any of the different curriculums. The Trades and 
Industry scores and the Distributive Education scores are the 
lowest. This would be expected since their use of the library 
is so small. The two groups that were shown to use the 
general collection most, the Home Economics and the Elementary 
students, made the highest median scores on the test. 
The students ' own opinion of their library competence was 
gathered from the replies on the questionnaire. Of the 237 
replies received, 25.7% reported feeling "very competent" in 
using the library, 71.5% reported feeling 11 fairly competent", 
and only 2. g% reported feeling "uncertain" in using library 
resources. 
Students were also asked to check a list of libr ry 
resources which they found difficult to use. Table 16 shows 
the results of the replies to this question. 
Had the test scores been analyzed by these groups, a 
somewhat similar picture would probably have emerged. 
3 c f. , p. 25-' 26 
4 
TABLE 16 
PERCENT OF STUDENTS CHECKING ITEMS 
THAT GIVE THEM TROUBLE IN USING 
THE LIBRARY EFFECTIVELY 
Item giving trouble 
Unabridged dictionaries 
fo of students 
checking 
Encyclopedi s 2% 
Special reference books 16% 
Arrangement of books on shelves 19% 
Card Catalog 6% 
Readers• Guide 19% 
Education Index 31% 
Further study along this line would be necessary to plan in-
telligently the recommended instruction to strengthen the 
spots in which students are known to be weak in using library 
tools. 
Most students replied to the questionnaire before they 
took the library test. Another interesting point for further 
study would have been a similar questionnaire on this point 
of library competence and items on which , they felt uncertain 
after they h d ta.ken the test. 
Although the Keene student on the average compares 
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favorably with the norms set up, the fact that Keene is a 
teacher training institution whose graduates will need a 
real proficiency in library skills leads to the conclusion 
that scores on the test do not indicate that the students 
are obtaining that proficiency as part of their college 
training. 
43 
CHAPTER 6 
LIBRARY USE AND SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT 
Previous chapters have been concerned with how much stu-
dents used their college library and how skillful students 
are in using the library. 
The next question then arises. Does it matter? Do 
students need to use the library to obtain passing or even 
better than average grades? 
One writer concluded that students: 
do not use the library's books because in a great deal 
of their work they do not have to ••• but this does not 
deny or question the existence of courses in which the use 
of the library is absolutely essential to the work out-
lined.! 
Other studies mentioned in the chapter reviewing related 
research2 all showed the same results - that by and large, 
students do not have to use the library to get acceptable 
grades. 
Does library use make a difference in grades in a 
teachers college? That is the question this chapter attempts 
to answer. 
As an introduction to this question, let us look first 
at the courses given which require library use and those 
1Harvie Branscomb. Teaching with books, Association of 
American Colleges and American Library Association, Chicago, 
1940, p. 52 
-=-======11====2~cf. - . 12-14 
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TABLE 17 
COURSES INDICATED BY STUDENTS AS 
( 1) REQ,U IRING LIBRARY USE AND 
(2) NOT REQUIRING LIBRARY USE 
Courses requiring library use 
English 
Sophomore English 
American Literature 
Literary Appreciation 
Public Speaking 
Social Sciences 
General Economics 
Fundamentals of geography 
Geography of North America 
Geography of Europe 
United States History 
European History 
History of Civilization 
Contemporary problems 
American Government 
Professional Courses 
Educational Psychology 
New Hampshire Education 
Elementary Evaluation 
Secondary Evaluation 
Guidance 
Secondary Education 
Elementary Education 
Language Arts 
General Methods 
Safety Education 
Health Education 
Principles of Physical Educa-
tion 
Philosophy 
Physical Science Survey 
Biological Science Survey 
Art 
Foods 
Courses requiring little 
or no library use 
English 
Play Production 
Directing & Acting 
Advanced Composition 
English Literature 
Shakespeare 
Advanced Grammar 
Metalcraft 
Music 
Foreign Languages 
Mathematics 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Sociology 
Pan Pacific History 
All Trades & Industry 
All Distributive Educa-
tion 
Gym 
Coaching 
Weaving 
Clothing 
Nutrition 
Physiology 
Child care 
Driver training 
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which do not require library use in the students' opinion. 
As part of the student questionnaire, students were asked to 
list (1) courses requiring library use and (2) courses re-
quiring little or no library use. 
Table 17 shows the list of those courses which were 
listed as requiring library use in column one and those which 
did not require library use in column two. In addition, 
there were four courses listed on which there seemed to be a 
divided opinion. These four courses were Freshman English, 
Humanities, Orientation, and Organization and Administration 
of Distributive Education. 
It can be seen that the Social Science courses and the 
professional courses for the Elementary and Secondary Curric-
ulums do require library use. These groups were among those 
which showed the largest library use. 
Among those courses not requiring library use are those 
one would expect such as Mathematics, Chemistry, Foreign 
Languages and the specialized courses of the Trades and In-
dustry Curriculum and the Distributive Education Curriculum. 
A survey of the courses listed as requiring library use 
and those requiring little or no library use will give a 
partial explanation of the tables which follow showing the 
difference in mean number of volumes borrowed per student 
according to their scholastic average for the semester. 
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For this chapter, practice teachers were not considered. 
Their scholastic grade for the semester depended on so many 
other factors besides book work that it was felt their in-
elusion would give a distorted picture. 
Four other students were left out also. Two of these 
received averages of ~.00 and two received averages of less 
than 1.00. Since the number involved was so small, it 
seemed no conclusions drawn would be valid. 
In interpreting the differences of mean number of 
volumes borrowed per student between the scholastic groups, 
a critical ratio of 3.0 or more was taken as the level of 
significance. For the purposes of discussion in this chapter, :' 
II 
"good" students will mean those obtaining semester grades 
of 3.00-3.99; "mediocre" students those obtaining grades of 
2.00-2.99; and 11poor" students those obtaining grades of 
1.00-1.99. 
For the total student body, the differences in the mean 
number of two-week books borrowed per student between the 
11 good 11 student and the "mediocre" student show no signifi-
cance as indicated in Table lS. Nor is the difference signif-
icant between the ttmediocre 11 and the 11poor 11 student. The 
only real difference is that shown between the mean number 
of volumes borrowed of two-week books by the "good" student 
and the 11poor 11 student. 
II 
II 
I 
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TABLE 1g 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases Ml- M2 Diff 
3-00-3-99 121 10.45 .S9 9.Sl 2.43 1.02 
2.00-2.99 232 S.02 .49 7-44 
2.00-2.99 2~~ S.02 .49 7-44 1.32 .g7 1.00-1.99 6.70 • 72 5-0S 
3-00-3-99 121 10.45 .S9 9.Sl 3·75 1.14 
1.00-1.99 4S 6.70 • 72 5-0S 
TABLE 19 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean s~ SD Djff SED iff g:z;a.de cases 1- 2 
3.00-3-99 121 22.45 1-33 14.70 1.20 l.Sl 
2.00-2.99 232 21.25 1.23 lS.70 
2.00-2.99 2~~ 21.25 1.23 lS.70 S.13 2.24 1.00-1.99 13.12 1.S7 12.99 
3.00-3-99 121 22.45 1.33 14.70 9-33 2.29 
1.00-1.99 4S 13-12 1.87 12.99 
C.R. 
2.3g 
1.40 
3·2g 
C.R. 
.66 
3-63 
4.os 
This would indicate that in this particular college, 11good" 
students withdrew more two-week books on the average than 
"poor" students. 
8 
The same conclusion may be drawn concerning the use of 
the reserve book collection, although here the "mediocre" 
students also show a significantly larger mean number of re-
serve books borrowed per student than the 11poor" students. 
Again, the upper third of the student body scholastically 
shows a more significant difference in the mean number of 
volumes borrowed than the lower third of the group. 
Looking at the two tables above, it would seem that the 
number of two-week books and reserve books borrowed makes a 
difference between a low mark and an average or better than 
average mark. These two tables also indicate a greater 
necessity of using reserve books than two-week books. 
Since in chapter four, it was shown that some groups use 
the library resources more than other groups, it was felt that 
if the differences in mean number of volumes borrowed between 
semester grades for these groups were shown a more accurate 
picture could be obtained of the influence of library borrow-
ings on semester grades. 
The next group of tables (Table 20 - Table 27) show 
these differences for the four classes: Senior, Junior, 
Sophomore, and Freshman in that order for both two-week books 
and reserve books. 
For the Seniors, there were no failing students or below 
average students. Between the other two groups, in both re-
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TABLE 20 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER SENIOR STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD 
grade cases 
Diff SE 
M1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3.99 20 9.40 .45 S.61 
2.00-2.99 2S s.o4 ·33 S.Sl 
1.00-1.99 none 
TABLE 21 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER SENIOR STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases Ml- M2 Diff 
3.00-3-99 20 20.10 ·59 11.13 7-14 2.46 
2.00-2.99 2S 12.96 -51 13.S3 
1.00-1.99 none 
C.R. 
·77 
C.R. 
2.90 
serve and two-week books borrowed, the "mediocre" student 
showed a higher mean number of volumes borrowed per student 
than the "good" student. In neither case, however, was this 
difference significant. 
The findings for the Junior students are similar to 
those of the Seniors. Although in chapter four, it was found 
II 
II 
I 
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TABLE 22 
DIFFERENCE IN EAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER JUNIOR STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases M1- M2 Diff 
3-00-3-99 43 13.26 1.85 12.09 1.86 2.25 2.00-2.99 60 11.40 1.30 10.08 
2.00-2.99 60 11.40 1.30 1o.og 4.90 2.56 
1.00-1.99 5 6.50 2.21 g.g2 
3.00-3.99 45 1~.26 1.g5 12.09 7-76 2.gg 1.00-1.99 -50 2.21 g.82 
TABLE 23 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER JUNIOR STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases ll1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3-99 43 19.95 1.S9 12.39 2.43 2.69 
2.00-2.99 60 17-52 1.92 14.85 
2.00-2.99 60 17.52 1.~2 14.85 2.46 3·13 1.00-1.99 5 15.06 2. g 9·93 
3.00-3.99 43 19.95 1.89 12.39 4.89 3.11 
1.00-1.99 5 15.06 2.4g 9·93 
C.R. 
.83 
1.91 
2.69 
C.R. 
.91 
• 79 
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that Juniors showed the highest mean number of two-week books 
borrowed per student and the next highest mean number of re-
8. <=tnn ll . 
.:>chooJ nrv~"r.-:ity 
of tducacwa 
Ltbrary _ 
serve books borrowed per student, none of the differences in 
means between the three scholastic groups proved to be signif-
icant. 
TABLE 24 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER SOPHOMORE STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean s~ SD Diff SE grade cases M1- ll2 Diff 
3.00-3·99 ~6 10.29 1.40 8.28 2-37 1.71 2.00-2.99 7-92 .91 7-02 
2.00-2.99 60 7-92 
·41 7-02 1.23 1.03 l.00-1.99 13 9-15 • 9 5.89 
3-00-3-99 35 10.29 1.40 8.28 1.14 1.48 
1.00-1.99 13 9.15 .49 5-89 
TABLE 25 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER SOPHOMORE STUDENT FIRST SE ESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases Ml- M2 Diff 
3-00-3·99 35 24.85 2.59 15.30 4.90 3-67 
2.00-2.99 60 3 -75 2.62 20.25 
2.00-2.99 60 34·75 2.62 20.2~ 12.37 2.86 
1.00-1.99 13 22.38 1.17 14.0 
3.00-3-99 35 29.85 2-59 15-30 7-47 2.84 
1.00-1.99 13 22.38 1.17 15.04 
C.R. 
1.39 
.01 
·11 
C.R. 
1.36 
4.32 
2.63 
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The Sophomore class was shown in chapter four to be the 
class which made most use of the reserve books with only three 
percent making little or no use of the reserve book collection. 
Here, there does show up a significant difference in the mean 
number of reserve books borrowed per student between the 
"mediocre" students and the 11poor 11 students, the "mediocre" 
students taking an average of more than twelve reserve books 
per student per semester than the 11poor 11 students. 
Again, there is no significant difference between the 
mean number of reserve books borrowed by the "good" students 
and the "mediocre" students. Nor is there a significant 
difference between the 11 good 11 student and the "poor" student. 
In the number of two-week books borrowed by Sophomores, 
there are no significant differences in the average number 
of books borrowed per student per semester between any of the 
three scholastic groups. 
The Freshman class has been shown to have borrowed the 
smallest mean number of two-week books and next to the smallest 
number of reserve books. No significant differences were 
found between the mean number of two-week books borrowed per 
student and semester marks as shown in Table 26. 
However, Table 27 shows that the "mediocre" Freshman 
student borrowed on the average significantly more reserve 
books than the "poor" Freshman student and that the "good" 
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TABLE 26 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER FRESHMAN STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SE SD Diff SE 
grade cases M1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3.99 23 6.39 
-23 5.16 .S2 .61 
2.00-2.99 so 5·57 ·57 5-09 
2.00-2.99 so 5·57 ·5~ a-09 .06 -95 1.00-1.99 30 5-63 ·1 .13 
3-00-3-99 23 6.]9 .2] a-16 -76 ·79 1.00-1.99 30 5-63 • 76 .13 
TABLE 27 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER FRESHMAN STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 1949-50, 
BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEy SD Diff SE 
grade cases M1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3.99 23 17.61 • 73 16.os 1.}4 2.1S 
2.00-2.99 go 1S.95 2.06 1S.45 
2.00-2.99 so 1S.95 2.06 1g.4~ 10.25 3.3S 
1.00-1.99 30 S.70 2.6S 14.6 
3-00-3-99 23 17.61 • 73 16.os S.91 2-77 
1.00-1.99 30 S.70 2.6g 14.64 
C.R. 
1.36 
.06 
.96 
C.R. 
.61 
3.03 II 
3-00 
Freshman student also showed a significantly larger mean 
number of reserve books borrowed than by the 11poor 11 Freshman 
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student. There was no significant difference in mean number 
of reserve books borrowed by "good" or "mediocre 11 students. 
As far as clases are concerned, nothing very conclusive 
can be said. No significant differences in the mean number of 
two-week books borrowed per student were found between the 
three scholastic groups for any of the four classes. Some 
significant differences were discovered in the mean number of 
reserve books borrowed between the "good" and "mediocre" 
students on one hand and the "poor" students on the other. 
This would indicate that the Freshman and Sophomore groups 
have some dependency on reserve books and their use by these 
two classes may mean the difference between a poor mark and 
an average or better than average mark. 
Since many courses as shown in Table 17 make little or 
no use of the library and since many of these courses apply 
only to certain curriculums, the most valid conclusions con-
cerning the relationship between library use and scholastic 
achievement in this college can be drawn from studying the 
differences in the mean number of volumes borrowed per student 
between the three scholastic groups by the various curriculums. 
In chapter four, Tables 5, 6, 10, and 11, it was shown 
that the Distributive Education and Trades and Industry groups 
borrowed a considerably smaller mean number of volumes per 
student for both two-week books and reserve books than the 
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other three curriculums and that 68% of the Distributive 
Education students and 79% of the Trades and Industry students 
borrowed less than four two-week books per semester and 29% 
of the Distributive Education students and 51% of the Trades 
and Industry students made negligible use (less than four per 
semester) of the reserve book collection. 
Since, however, 37% of the Distributive Education stu-
dents made better than average marks and 44% made average 
marks and 27.4% of the Trades and Industry students made 
better than average grades and 60.8% made average grades, it 
seems fairly obvious that these two groups do not need to 
use the library to obtain passing or better than passing 
grades. 
The six tables which follow show differences in mean 
number of volumes borrowed for both reserve and two-week books. 
between scholastic groups in each of the other three curricu-
lums. 
The same general picture is seen here as was shown in 
the tables for the different classes. The only significant 
differences are shown between the mean number of volumes 
borrowed by the "mediocre" and 11 poor 11 students and the "good" 
and "poor" students. There seems to be no significant differ-
ences in the mean number of volumes borrowed per student of 
either two-week or reserve books between the "good" student 
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TABLE 2g 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 
1949-50, BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE grade cases M1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3.99 ~~ 12.g7 1.77 2.00-2.99 12.15 1.08 10.44 10.4 • 72 2.07 
2.00-2.99 94 12.15 1.og 10.44 3·45 1.11 
1.00-1.99 20 g.70 .2g 5.40 
3.00-3-99 35 12.g7 1-77 10.47 4.17 2.07 
1.00-1.99 20 g.70 .2g 5.40 
TABLE 29 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 
1949-50, BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff s~iff grade cases M1- M2 
3.00-3.99 §a 27·g4 2.97 17·5a .61 3-47 2.00-2.99 27.2 1.98 19.1 
2.00-2.99 94 27.24 1.9g 19.14 9.09 2.13 
1.00-1.99 20 18.15 .go 15.27 
3.00-3-99 35 27.85 2.97 17-55 9·70 3·07 
1.00-1.99 20 1g.15 .go 15.27 
and the "mediocre 11 student. 
C.R. 
• 35 
3.11 
2.01 
C.R. 
.u!l 
4.27 
3-16 
A significant difference is found between the 11 mediocre" 
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TABLE 31 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN ~-uMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED 
PER SECONDARY CURRICULUM STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER, 
1949-50, BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SE 
grade cases M1- M2 Diff 
3.00-3-99 49 24.07 1.82 12.75 .83 2.99 
2.00-2.99 61 25-90 2. 38 18.60 
2.00-2.99 61 25-90 2.}8 18.60 10.89 2.66 
1.00-1.99 9 15.01 1.20 9-63 
C.R. 
.28 
4.09 
3.00-3-99 49 24.07 1.82 12.75 9.06 2.18 4.16 11 1.00-1.99 9 15.01 1.20 9-63 
I 
Elementary students and the "poor" Elementary students in the I 
mean number of two-week books borrowed. The same is true of 
reserve books for this group. 
58 
TABLE 32 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF TWO-WEEK BOOKS BORROWED 
PER HOME ECONOMICS CURRICULUM STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER 
194-9-50, BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SEM SD Diff SEiff grade cases Ml- M2 
3.00-3.99 11 lfl.73 1-77 13.6S 4--57 3.14-
1 2.oo-2.99 32 14.16 1.93 10.92 
2.00-2.99 32 14-.16 1.93 le-92 S.76 2.02 1.00-1.99 g 5-37 .61 .2S 
3-00-3-99 11 IS. 73 · 1-77 1~.6S 13.36 l.S7 
1.00-1.99 s 5-37 .61 .2S 
\ 
TABLE 33 
DIFFERENCE IN MEAN NUMBER OF RESERVE BOOKS BORROWED PER 
HOME ECONOMICS CURRICULUM STUDENT FIRST SEMESTER 
194-9-50, BY SEMESTER GRADE 
Semester No. of Mean SE SD Diff SE 
grade cases M Ml- M2 Diff 
3.00-3.99 11 20.0S 1.3S 13.S3 5.0S 3·37 2.00-2.99 32 15.00 3.0S 17-35 
2.00-2.99 32 15.00 3.0S 17 ·45 3·75 3·55 1.00-1.99 s 11.25 1-77 12. 2 
3-00-3.99 11 20.0S 1.3S 13.S3 S.S3 2.24 
1.00-1.99 g 11.25 1-77 12.42 
C.R. 
1.46 
4-33 
7-14 
C.R. 
1.51 
1.06 
3-94 
The Secondary students show no significant differences in 
mean number of two-week books borrowed between any of the 
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scholastic groups but do show significant differences in the 
mean number of reserve books borrowed per student between the 
"mediocre" and the "poor" students and the "good" and "poor" 
students. 
In the Home Economics curriculum, the emphasis was on 
two-week books rather than on reserve books. A very signifi-
cant difference in mean number of two-week books borrowed per 
student is shown between the "mediocre" and "poor" students 
and the "good" and "poor" students. In the use of reserve 
books, the only significant difference is between "good" 
students and "poor 11 students. 
The fact appears that in general for these three groups 
which have been shown in chapter four to be the heaviest 
library users, the Elementary and Secondary curriculum 
students• data show that a greater use of reserve books makes 
a difference in whether or not a student receives an average 
or better than average grade and a below average grade. 
The data for the Home Economics and Elementary curriculum 
students show that the same observation may be made about 
the use of the two-week books. 
The fact that no significant differences in mean number 
of volumes borrowed per student were found between the 
"mediocre" and the "good" students may be explained by the 
fact that "good" students read faster and retain more than 
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the "mediocre" students and thus get more out of the books 
which they borrow than the "mediocre" students. 
The data presented in this chapter seem to indicate that 
in general the 11poor 11 students do not use the reserve books 
as much as the "mediocre" and 11good 11 students. This would 
indicate that a certain amount of reserve book use is helpful 
in this college in obtaining average or better than average 
grades for students in the Elementary, Secondary, and Home 
Economics curriculums. 
The use of the general collection appears to be less 
significant in raising a student's semester mark with the 
exception of the Home Economics group. 
· I The exception of students needing to use the library at 
all appears to be the Distributive Education curriculum and 
the Trades and Industry curriculum. 
To further clarify the problem of whether or not library 
use affects scholastic grades, further study should be made 
of the amount of library use in relation to individual course 
grades. 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR FURTHER STUDY 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS: 
This study has been an attempt to answer three questions 
about the students of a teachers college in their relation-
:,, ship to the college library: (1) What students use the li-
brary and how much do they use it? (2) How well do students 
know how to use the library resources? (3) Need the student 
use the library to obtain good marks? 
11 The data was gathered at Keene Teachers College, Keene, 
New Hampshire during the first semester of the college year 
1949-50 through individual borrower's records, a questionnaire 
to students, and the administering of a library information 
test to college students. Information concerning the stu-
dents' scholastic standing, their class, and their curriculum 
were obtained from the administration office of the college. 
The data presented in the foregoing chapters leads to 
the following general conclusions: 
1. Reserve books played a large part in students' li-
brary reading. 
2. Compared with other studies made on college library 
use, the teachers college student borrowed more two-week books 
on the average than students in other colleges studied. 
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Although they showed a smaller average number of reserve 
books borrowed per student, a study of grades and use of 
library resources indicates a greater need for use of reserve 
books to obtain average or better than average marks. 
3. Juniors borrowed the most two-week books. Sopho-
mores made the greatest use of the reserve books. Distribu-
tive Education students and Trades and Industry students used 
the library resources very little. Elementary and Home 
Economics students used the two-week books a great deal. 
Secondary and Elementary students were the greatest users of 
the reserve books. 
4. The teachers college students appear to be average 
in their skill in using library resources. The scores on 
the library test did not indicate any appreciable amount of 
growth in library skills throughout their college career. 
It is recommended that as prospective teachers, they receive 
further formal instruction in library skills sometime during 
their Junior or Senior years. 
5. In general, the only significant difference between 
the number of books borrowed and scholastic grade showed up 
between the "poor" students on one side and the "mediocre" 
and "good" students on the other in the use of reserve books. 
The Distributive Education and Trades and Industry stu-
dents did not need to use the library to obtain average or 
3 
better than average grades. 
There does seem to be some relationship between the 
number of two-week books borrowed by Home Economics students 
and their grades with the average or better than average stu-
dent showing more use of the two-week books than the student 
with a lower than average semester mark. 
The Secondary and Elementary students showed a depend-
'! ency on reserve books in making average or better than 
average grades as against a lower than average grade. 
6. In general, the picture shows the teachers college 
students to be very much aware of their library and the li-
brary to be an important part of their college life. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY: 
In gathering and analyzing the data concerning the use 
of the college library by the teachers college student, the 
following points have arisen showing a need for further 
study in any attempt to find the place of the college library 
in the total college picture. 
1. Comparison of second semester use and first semester 
use. 
2. How many books borrowed are read? 
3· What percent of borrowings are for course work and 
what percent are for independent study or pleasure reading? 
4. How much time is spent in the library using material 
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I, 
which is not taken out? 
5· In what specific library skills do students need 
more instruction? 
6. Comparison of semester marks in specific courses 
with number of volumes borrowed for these courses. 
7• Survey of library resources especially in the fields 
shown to make little or no use of these resources. 
5 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
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TO THE STUDENTS: 
I am gathering material for a study of the use of the co::..J .-~( :: ,c, 
library~ When the facts are gathered, it is hoped they will in i ... -. 
cate the place of the library in the college program, point to 3.Jr ·· 
m:-esent weaknesses in the library and indicate ways for making t he 
.tibrary more effective in help-ing students with their courses. 
W ill you please answer the following items carefully in con-
nection with your own particular use of the library? On another 
sheet, you will find space to keep a daily record of the use you 
make of the college library each day for the coming week. 
Please keep to your usual h:.abits of library use. I should like 
this to be a typical sample week. I shall appreciate your coopera-
tion. 
Grace 0. Taylor 
Keene Teachers College Library 
······························*····································· 
I. Check one of each group: Male 
Female" 
Veteran 
Non-veterrui 
Live on campus ____ _ 
Commute 
----
II. Class: (Underscore une) Freshm~n; · Sophomore; Junior; Senior 
If a senior, are you practice teaching? Yes Ng 
. . 
III. Curriculum: (Underscore orre) Distributive Education; Elementary; 
HQme Economics; Trades & Industry 
IV. Indicate below course 
requiring library use 
Name of course 
1. 
2. 
3· 
4. 
2_. 
Secondary: Major __________________ __ 
or courses being taken this semester 
and type •f material used: 
Type of library use (Check as many as 
apply for each course) 
Reserve Reference. Reading ftr Period-jNews-
Books Books term papers icals jPnper prejects etc 
I 
: 
V, Indicate course or courses being taken this semester requiring 
little or no library use: 
1, 
------------------------
2. __________________________ __ 
3·--------------------- 4. 
----------------------------
s 
, 
, 
-2-
VIo How cempetent do you feel in using the libfavy? 
(Check one) Very Fair1y ' 
Competent Competent Uncert Qin 
---
Check any 
1. 
--2. 
of the follmving i terns that give Y':IU trouble~ 
Unabridged diet ionar ies .. _._.'5. Uard Ca taJ og 
Encyclopedias 6. · Rea~e rs· Gu~de 
~a: Special r eference books :==7. Education Index Arrangement of books on 
shelves 
vii. Number of books withdrawn from college library this week: 
1. For course work 
2. For independent--s~t-u~d-y~*-other than assigned work ___ __ 
3~ For pleasure reading, _____ _ 
4. For practice teaching ___ _ 
v;.IIa Of the number indicated in the item above, how many did 
you r ead: 1. Completely ____ __ 
2. In part 
3. Not at -a""l..,l===---
IX. Number of periodicals withdrawn from college library this week ~ 
1. For course work 
2. For independent--s~t-u~d-y~•other than assigned work 
·-----3· For pleasure reading ____ _ 
X. Do you use the Keene Public Library? Yes No Occasionally 
If so, please indicate type of materiar-used:-- ---
Average number of book·s w1. thdrawn per week ___ _ 
XI.Re~sons for not using the college library more: (Underscore as 
many as apply to you) 
Time limited 
Course does not require it 
Do not care for reading 
Library does not have 
material needed 
Attitude of library staff 
Books out of order 
Indicate b elow any not listed: 
Atmosphere of library 
Noisy 
Crowded 
P·oor 1 ight ing 
Shelf arrangement hard 
Do not know how to use 
to use 
library 
XII. Please indicate below any suggestions you may think t1ould 
improve t he college library service: 
PLEASE DON'T FORGET THE NEXT PAGE - Your daily record sheet of 
use of library resources in the library. 
•Note : "Independent study" means reading of the more serious type 
which you may do ap~rt from work connect ed with a given courseG 
f' 
·' 
-3-
DAILY RECORD OF MATERI ;L USED IN TEE LIBRARY 
·- :·~ -: := = = = = = = = .. = = - = c - = ~ = = = = = ~ - = = ::1 = ::-: ~ 
·· ___ ti ~I]JY_ 4SSJQNM:]:li.TS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ j{Qn Wed.. lun:.s F..r ~ ... . 8-n 
..-.. _ Give approximate number used: 1 
_ 1-! ~s.§r_ye_ b_9o_l{s __ 
2.Reference books 
---------
- 3.0ther library 
- - - -hookS- - -
_ 4..!P~rJ.oEi_9aj.s __ _ 
__ 5_:N~w~p~p~r!J __ _ 
E. l.Give approximate total time 
.. Sl)_sm_!; ,Pr~p.§.rj.n.g _9.aj.l_y ~BJJ i_gn]lellt 
2.About what % of the total 
= tjm~ !fa9 9P~n_l; Jn. c~lJ.e,se_ lj.bJ'&J' = 
j !...!_ T~ .F A,l'~S_. .PROJ.ECl'S.., .et.c ._ _ :- _ 
A. Give appro~imate number used: · 
l'.Reaerve boeks 
- - - - - - - - -2~Refirence bo•ks 
- - - - - - - - -
3·0ther library 
- - - ]lo.okJJ -
4.Periodioals 
5JNe~spapets 
------ ------ · ~---B.l.Give approximate total time 
~p~nt noxk~ng Dn_term p~exa~ et 
2.Abeut ~hat % of the total 
~iwe_w~s~s£ent_1D 9011~g~ li~r~r 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
IJI~ JNDEEEED~NI §TUDl ____ _ 
A. Give approximate number used: 
_l~ Be~·e!v~ :Qo.Qk.@ _ 
= = --
.... 
I 
I 
-- l . -· ! 
- - - - - - - = 
- - - - - - -
:::: = ---------
_2~ Be!etenc~ bbQk§ 
3· Other library 
- _ ,_--
- - - - - -books _ 
4. Periodicals 
5.-Newspapers--
B.-1: Give-approximate-total--
time devoted to independent 
§tud~ __________ _ 
2. About what ~ of the total 
- =i~m~-Ea~-~~~n~_iu goll~~llb~a•y 
fV~P~EaS~~ BE~DjNg ______ _ 
A. Give approximate number used: 
!._BQoks ____ _ 
_ 2~ ~etiQd!c~l~ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3~ ~e!BEaEe~s- _ 
B.l.Give approximate total time 
giyeg ~o_p!e~sur~ re~d!ng - ~ 
2. About what % of the total 
time was spent in college 
= = ~igr~r~?= =. = = = = = = = = = = 
= = 
- - ;:: .r - - - a; 
= = = = = = 
APPENDIX II 
PEABODY LIBRARY INFORMATION TEST AND MANUAL; REVISED EDITION 
Developed by 
Louis Shores and\ Joseph E. Moore 
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PEABODY LIBRARY INFORMATION TEsT 
College Level 
D ev eloped by 
LOUIS SHORES 
JOSEPH E. MOORE 
George Peabody College, Nashville 
Revised Ed£tion 
Form A 
NAME ................................................................................ ...................... ... AGE ......................... SEX .......... .. 
CITY ............................................................................ SCHOOL 
CLASS or 
DATE ....................................... GRADE ............ ...... INSTRUCTOR 
Number of class periods 
of Library Instruction .......................................... SCORED BY 
Elem. Sch. Hig h Sch. College 
Years Mont hs 
Copyright, 19~0 . Ed u ca tion a l Test Bureau , E du catio n a l Publ ishers, Inc. 
TEST RECORD 
I. The Book - - - - -
II. Ar rangement of Books -
III . 
IV. 
v. 
Catalog - -
Dictionary -
Encyclopedia -
VI. Periodicals and Indexes 
VII. Special Reference Books 
VIII. Bibliography - - - -
Total Score-
Published by 
EDUCATIONAL TEST BUREAU 
EDUCATIONAl. J>UDJ.TSHIJ:RS, Inc. 
Minneapolis- Nashville - Philadelphia 
Score 
Section I. THE BOOK 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the be st answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. 
1. The author usually tells why he has written a book in the: 1. table of contents 
2. index 3. preface 4. appendix 5. half-title - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1. ------------
2. The publisher of a book can be found in the: 1. table of contents 2. index 3. preface 
4. title page 5. appendix - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2. · -----------
3. The list of chapter headings at the beginning of a book is called: 1. half-title 2. cap-
tion 3. table of con tents 4. index 5. appendix - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. ------------
4. Appendixes are usually found in a book between: 1. the title page and table of contents 
2. table of contents and preface 3. preface and first chapter 4. end of text and index 
5. index and end of book - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ___________ _ 
5. A reprinting of a book with alterations of the or iginal type and plates is called: 
1. edition 2. imp1·ession 3. series 4. folio 5. revision - - - - - - - - - - 5. ------------
6. The copyright date is found in a book on the: 1. title page 2. back of the title page 
3. half-ti tle page 4. fly leaf 5. index - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. ------------
7. The abbr eviation "e.g." means : 1. that is 2. edition good 3. for example 4. namely 
5. as follows - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7. ___ __ ____ _ 
8. The term used t o describe the physical make up of a book is called the : 1. format 
2. collation 3. imprin t 4. binding 5. typography - - - - - - - - - 8. ··----------
COMPLETION 
Directions: Read these questions carefully and place their answers in the answer column at t h right. 
1. If more than one copyright date is indicated in a book, which is the actual date? 1. - ----------
2. Where can the author's purpose be found in a book? - - - - - - 2. - ----------
3. The body of a book is generally called what? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. 
4. For a survey of the whole subject of a book, read what part? - - - - - - - - 4. 
5. Suggestions for further readings on a subject are found where in a book? - - - 5. 
6. Additional mater ial not included in the text is usually found in what part of a book? 6. 
MATCHING 
Directions: Place in the answer column at the right the letter preceding the word in Column that 
corresponds to the abbreviation in Column B. 
A B 
a. above 
b. compare 
c. and the following 
d. in the place cited 
e. number 
f. out-of-print 
g. namely 
h. manuscript 
i. which see 
j. frontispiece 
k. no date 
1. t itle page 
m. in the work cited 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
2 
no. 
Ms. 
front. - -
viz. - - - - - - - -
et seq. - - - - - - -
n.d. 
loc. cit. -
o.p. 
supra -
q.v. 
1. _ 
2. -
3. ------------
4. -- ---------
5. -
6. -
7. -
8 . . -----·--· 
9. --·----··-·· 
10. ···----·----
TOO'AL SCORE (Section I) ------ --------
I 
~ 
I 
I 
Section II. ARRANGEMENT OF BOOKS 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the wor d) in the answer column at the right. 
1. Library classification brings together books alike in: 1. size 2. color 9. binding 
4. subject 5. date - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2. Which one of the following book::; would most likely be classified in libraries as a 
reference book: 1. Lindbergh's, We 2. Shelley's, Poems 3. Encyclopedia Americana 
1. ------------
4. Elson's American Histo1·y 5. Durant's Story of Philosophy - - - - - - - - 2. ------------
3. Of the books with the following classification numbers, which will stand first on 
the shelves: 1. 822.07 2. 822.6 3. 822.1 4. 822.09 5. 822.11 - - - 3. ___________ _ 
4. A biography of George Washington by Horace E. Scudder will be found on the 
libr ary shelves under : 1. S 2. H 3. G 4. W 5. E - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ------------
5. The Dewey number 820.9 is pronounced: 1. eight twenty and nine tenths 2. eight 
hundred twenty and nine tenths 3. eight twenty point nine 4. eight hundred 
twenty period nine 5. eight twenty period nine - - - - - - - - - - - - 5. ------------
6. The author number consists of: 1. the initial lette1· of the author's last name 
followed by Arabic figures 2. his last name 3. an Arabic number 4. a Roman 
numbe1· 5. a decimal number - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. ------------
7. The class 300 covers the subject: 1. philosophy 2. fine arts 3. social science 
4. religion 5. natural science - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7. ------------
8. The classification number for the Bible is: 1. 150 2. 220 3. 821 4. 001 5. 002 - 8. --- -----·---
COMPLETION 
Give the Dewey Decimal number for each of 
the following books or subjects. 
1. History - - 1. -·-··-·----··-···-·-··------·--------·--·---
2. Literature - 2. ······-·-····-···-·--···--------------------
3. Science - - 3. ---·--·--·-·--··-···-·-------··-------------
4. Philosophy - 4. ··········-·-·-··-···-···-·-····------------
5. Religion - - 5. ··········-·····-·--------------------------
Give the subject of each of the following Dewey 
Decimal numbers. 
6. 300 6. ---------.--------------------------------------
7. 400 - - 7. ------------------------------------------------
8. 700 - - 8. ------------------------------------------------
9. 220 - - 9. ------------------------------------------------
10. 973 - - 10. ------·--·-······-------------------------------
MATCHING 
Directions: Below are the backs of ten books showing the author, title and call numbers of each. 
Arrange these books in the order you would find them on library shelves, placing a number "1" under 
the book which would come first, a "2" under the one which would come second, etc. 
Tales From Tidewater Forty Lee The I One Act Discovering Junior Oregon Abraham Boots And 
Shakespeare Virginia Niners American Plays North Play Book Trail Lincoln Saddles 
Carolina 
- - -
- - - - - -
-Lamb Wilstach Hulbert Bradford Cohen Cohen Parkman Charnwood Custer 
Rowe 
822.33 917.55 917.8 920 822.08 917.56 822.08 917.8 920 917.8 
H1 W69t H87f L51b C66o R79d C66j P23 o L63c C96b 
TOTAL SCORE (Section II)-----------··---
8 
Section III. THE CARD CATALOG 
MULTIPLE CHOICE I 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. 
1. If the author and title of a book wanted are unknown, consult the card catalog under: 
1. another author 2. another title 3. date 4. subject 5. publisher - - - - - 1. ________ ___ _ 
2. For a book by the author Bjornson, look in the catalog drawer labeled: 
2. Bat-Bex 3. Bey-Boj 4. Bok-Bus 5. But-Byz - - - - - - - -
3. The top line on an author card in a library catalog is concerned with: 
2. subject 3. title 4. cross reference 5. publisher - - - -
1. B-Bas 
1. author 
4. The call number usually appears on the catalog card in the: 1. uppe1· center· 2. upper 
2. -----------
3. ·-----------
right 3. upper left 4. loweT center 5. low er left - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ___________ _ 
5. If you do not find the book you want in the card catalog under the subject you had 
in mind, look: 1. under a related subject 2. in the dictionar·y 3 . among the 'refer-
ence books 4. in the encyclopedia 5. in the New Yo1·k Times Index - - - - - - 5. ----------- -
6. Books on the history of the United States can be located in the card catalog under: 
1. The 2. Histo'ry 3. U.S.-History 4. History-U.S. 5. American History - - - - 6. _________ _ __ 
7. The main card for periodicals is entered under the : 1. editor·'s name 2. publisher's 
name 3. title 4. word "periodical" 5. author· of leading articles - - - - 7. ------------
8. Catalog cards with top lines in red are usually: 
4. joint author 5. series cards - - - - - -
1. autho1' 2 . title 3. subject 
8. ----------
COMPLETION 
Directions: Read these questions carefully and place their answers in the answer column at the right. 
1. The card catalog is to the library as what is to the book? - - - - - - 1. ----------------
2. How are different authors with the same surnames alphabetically arranged? 2. ----------------
3. "McAdams" is filed in the card catalog as if it were spelled how? - - - -
4. How are subject cards which relate to periods in a country's history arranged? 4. ------------- ---
5. In the card catalog, does New York come before or after Newark? - - -
6. Show by number the order in which cards with the following headings would 
appear in a library catalog: 1. Pontiac (City) 2. Pontiac (Indian Chief) 
5. ----------------
9. Pontiac (Automobile) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. ------------- -------------
Continue on next page 
4 
1 j 
MATCHING 
Directions: A is a reproduction of a library catalog card; C is a list of items taken from that card; 
and B is a list of descriptions of the items under C. Match the correct meaning in B with the number 
in C. Place the letter in the answer column at the r;ght. 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
l. 
m. 
n. 
0. 
016.37 
M757 
A 
Momoe, Walter Scott, 1882- comp. 
Bibliographies and summaries in education to July 1935; 
a catalog of more than 4,000 annotated bibliographies and 
summaries listed under author and subject in one alphabet, 
[by] WalterS. Monroe ... and Louis Shores ... New York, 
The H. W. Wilson company, 1936. 
xiv p., 1 1., 470 p. 26cm , 
1. Bibliography-Bibliography-Education. 2. Education-Bibl. 1. 
Shores, Louis, 1904- joint comp. 
0 
B c 
Publisher 1. Monroe, Walter Scott -
Preliminary pages 2. 1882-
- - -
-
Classification number 3. The H. W. Wilson company, 
Pages of text 4. New York 
Series 5. 1936 
Date of publication 6. 470 p. -
Author's birth date 7. 016.37 -
One blank leaf 8. 26 em. -
Place of publication 9. xiv p., -
Size of the book 10. Bibliographies and summaries 
Other cards in the catalog eclucation to July 1935; -
Compiler 
Joint compiler 
Title of the book 
Author 
1. ----------
2. ----------
3. ----------
4. ----------
5. ----------
6. ----------
7. ----------
8. ----------
9. ----------
in 
10. ----------
TOTAL SCORE (Section III) _______________ _ 
6 
Section IV. THE DICTIONARY 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the q estion 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do no write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. 
1. An unabridged dictionary aims to include: 1. all the words of a language 2. words 
most frequently used 3. words related to Ame'rica 4. woTds used by speakers 
5. concrete nouns - - - - - - - - - -
2. The dictionary page with the guide words Poker- Polarization will include: 1. poke 
1. --------- --
pudding 2. pokel oken 3. polarize 4. polar lights 5. polar·ity - - - - - - - - 2. ----------
3. Pronunciation key is found in Webster's N ew Inte1·national dictionary: 1. at the 
bottom of each page 2. at the top of each page 3. on the back of the title page 
4. in the appendix 5. on the end papers - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. ·----------
4. A dictionary which arranges words by subject rather than alphabetically is: 1. Web-
ster's Collegiate 2. Thorndike Century 3. N ew Centu1·y 4. Funk and Wagnall's 
New Standard 5. Roget's Thesaurus - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ___ __ ____ _ 
5. Etymology deals with: 1. meaning of a word 2. spelling of a word 3. pronuncia-
tion of a word 4. origin of a word 5. syntax of a word - - - - - - - - - 5. -------- --
6. The most common meaning of a word is always given first in: 1. Webste'r's New 
International 2. Funk and Wagnall's New Standard 3. Oxfo1·d English 4. Webster's 
Collegiate 5. Century dictionary - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. -·-------· 
7. A dictionary in which words can be found arranged by sounds is: 1. thesaurus 
2. rhyming dictionary 9. synonym dictionary 4. concordance 5. dictionary of art - 7. -----------
8. Obsolete words are found in lower section of the divided page in : 
Wagnall's New Standard 2. Century 3. Murray's Oxford English 
New International 5. Webster's Elementary Dictionary - - - -
JUDGMENT 
1. Funk and 
4. Webster's 
8. --------- · 
Directions: Place a check ( V) in the answer column at the right for each item of information likely 
to be found in a standard unabridged dictionary. 
1. Meaning of the word fascism. - - -
2. Capital of Liberia. - - - - - - -
3. Antonym for graceful. - - - - - -
4. Chief Justice Hughes' opinion on T.V.A. 
5. Details of the London Naval Agreement. 
6. Meaning of the French phrase H oni soit qui mal y pens e. -
7. A list of Sinclair Lewis' novels. 
8. Naval tonnage of world powers. 
9. Meaning of the abbreviation F.O.B. 
10. The Declaration of Independence in full. 
(Continue on next page.) 
6 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4 . -·----------
5. ·----------
6. -·------- ---
7. 
8. 
9 . -·-·---- ··--
10. ---------· 
MATCHING 
Directions: Column A is an actual entry from Webster's New International dictionary; B is a list of 
descriptions of items to be found in a dictionary entry; and C is a list of items taken from the entry 
in Column A. Match the letter in B with the correct entry in Column C. Place the letter in the 
answer column at the right. 
A 
ca · pac' i · ty (ka ·pas' i · ti). n.; 
pl.-TIES (-tiz). 
1. a Power of receiving, con-
taining, or absorbing; as, a capaci-
ty of happiness. b Extent of room 
or space; content; specif., cubic 
content; volume; .... 
Ant. - See INABILITY 
aptitude, faculty; fitness, .... 
Syn. - Space; power, strength; 
B 
a. synonym 
b. obsolete 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
I. 
part of speech 
subject label 
pronunciation 
syllable mark 
inflectional forms 
antonym 
first definition 
etymology 
accent 
second definition 
7 
c 
1. ' 1. ----------
2. n. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
(ka ·pas' i · ti) 
- - 2. ----------
3.------- ---
Ant.-See INABILITY 
b Extent of -
1. a Power of ... . 
Syn.-Space; .... -
9. pl.-TIES - - - -
4.-- --- ---- -
5. -----·----
6. ---- ------
7.----------
8. ---------
9. ----------
TOTAL SCORE (Section 1 V) ________ __ _____ _ 
Section V. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Direciions : There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the qu stion 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not rite 
t he word) in t he answer column at the right. 
1. For material on science and technology, consult first the encyclopedia: 1. Americana 
2. Britannica 3. Columbia 4. Compton's 5. N ew International- - - - - - - 1. ___ ______ _ 
2. Encyclopedia Britannica, 14th ed., is a set of: 1. eight 2. ten 3. twelve 4. eighteen 
5. twenty-four volumes - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2. __ ___ ____ _ 
3. 
4. 
5. 
A fact index in the back of each volume is found in : 1. Americana 
3. Compton's 4. N ew International 5. World Book - - - - - -
The encyclopedia which is not ar ranged alphabetica lly by topic is : 
2. Columbia 3. Compton's 4. Lincoln Library 5. N ew International 
2. Britannica 
1 . Americana 
The encyclopedia which alphabetizes by word, like the card catalog, is: 
cana 2. Britannica 3. Compton's 4. N ew Inte1·national 5. World Book 
1. Ameri-
6. The encyclopedia which is supplemented by a periodical is: 1. Americana 2. Britan-
nica 3. Compton's 4. New International 5. World Book - - - - - - - -
7. The encyclopedia which features century histor ies under the name of the century is: 
3. -- ----- ----
4. --
1. Americana 2. Britannica 3. Compton's 4. New International 5. World Book - 7. __ 
8. The encyclopedia which has a separate dictionary index in the last volume is the: 
1. Americana 2. Britannica 3. Columbia 4. Lincoln Library 5. N ew International 8. 
JUDGMENT 
Directions: Place a check ( y) in the answer column at the right for each item of information likely 
to be found in a good encyclopedia. 
1. Biography of Catherine the Great. 
2. Etymology of the word "take." - - - - -
3. Map of China. - - - - - - -
4. 
5. 
6. 
Edwin Markham's poem "The Man with the Hoe." - - - - - - - - - -
Diagram of the Roman Forum. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Use of the word "nuance" in a sentence. 
7. Most favored pronunciation of word "leisure." 
8. Picture of the Rock of Gibraltar. 
9. Longest river in the world. -
10. Development of transportation. 
MATCHING 
1. -- ··------
2. --- -- ------
3. --
4. --
5. --
6. --
7. --
8.--
9.--
10. --
Directions: Place in the answer column at the right the letter preceding the name of the encycl edia 
listed in Column A which is best characterized by each statement in Column B. 
A B 
a. Americana 1. Maps all together in last volume - - - 1. -- ~·····- -
b. Britannica 2. Arranged in twelve broad subject fields - 2. --------- --
c. Columbia 3. A fact-index in the back of each volume 3. -------- ----d. Compton's 4. One volume alphabetically arranged 4. --·------- --Lincoln Library - -e. 
f. New International 5. Unsigned short articles - - - - - - - 5. --··-- -- ----
g. World Book 6. A Readers' Guide Volume - - - - - - 6. -- --------
TOTAL SCORE (Section V) ______ __ ______ _ 
8 
Section VI. PERIODICALS AND INDEXES 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. 
1. For a periodical article on Lindbergh's flight to Paris consult: 1. seveml pe'riodicals 
2. card catalog 3. Poole's Index 4. Education Index 5. Readers' Guide - - - - 1. ·····--·--·· 
2. The Reader·s' {rl,t,ide is: 1. a digest of best sellers 2. an index to American and 
Canadian periodicals 3. a list of circulation figures for magazines 4. a list of books 
published in var·ious subjects 5. a list of English books published abroad - - - - - 2. ___ _____ ___ _ 
3. The Reader·s' Guide is arranged: 1. alphabetically by author- and subject 2. alpha-
betically by title 3. by Dewey Decimal classification 4. by periodical indexes 5. by 
dal e of a·rticles - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. ___________ _ 
4. The Reader·s' Guide is issued: 1. daily 2. weekly 3. semi-rnonthly 4. monthly 
5. bi-monthly - - - - 4.-- ----------
5. In the R eader·s' Guide citation "8 :111-19," the figure before the colon stands for: 
1. paging 2. month 3. volume 4. classification number 5. column - - - - - - 5. ___________ _ 
6. A list of periodicals indexed by the Readers' Guide will be found in : 1. any per·iodical 
index 2. libr-ar·y car·d catalog 3. back of each issue of the R eader·s' Guide 4. front 
of each issue of Readers' Guide 5. International Index - - - - - - - - 6. ___________ _ 
7. In the New York Times Index citation "1: 6" the figure after the colon stands for: 
1. colurnn 2. page 3. date 4. volurne 5. month - - - - - - - - - - - - 7. ___________ _ 
8. For a contemporary magazine article on the death of Abraham Lincoln, consult: 
1. Readers' Guide 2. Education Index 3. N. Y. Tirnes Index 4. lnter·national Index 
5. Poole's Index 8. --------- --
COMPLETION 
Directions: Read these questions carefully and place their answers in the answer column at the right. 
1. What monthly magazine digests best articles from other magazines? - - - - 1. ______________________ _ 
2. In what periodical index can a Satur·day Evening Post article be located? 2. ______________ ___ ____ __ 
3. By what name was International Index originally called? - - - - - - - - 3. _______________ ______ __ 
4. In what index can magazine articles published during the 19th century be found? 4. __ ____ ______ __________ _ 
5. With what year does the indexing begin in the Reader's Guide? 5. -----------------------
6. In what publication are periodicals devoted to book reviewing most likely to be 
indexed? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. _____________________ __ 
MATCHING 
Directions: Place in the answer column at the right the letter preceding the title of the publication 
listed in Column A which is most likely to contain information sought in Column B. 
A (Periodical or Index) B (Information Sought) 
a. R eader·s' Guide 1. A recent article in a French magazine - 1. __________ __ 
b. International Index 
c. Poole's Index 2. Current article on Soviet Russia - - - 2. ___________ _ 
d. Book Review Digest 3. Date of the opening of N.Y. World Fair 3. __________ __ 
e. N . Y. Tirnes Index 4. Whether a current book was favorably 
f. Education Index reviewed - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ___________ _ 
g. Indust'rial Index 
h. Public Affairs Information Service 5. A recent sociological pamphlet - - - - 5. ____ ____ __ __ 
i. Booklist 6. Review of Hawthorne's $carlet Letter 6. __________ __ 
TOTAL SCORE (Section VI) .............. .. 
9 
6. The Library of Congress cards follow a definite bibliographic sequence of items. 
The first two items listed are author and title; the fourth item is the collation. 
What is the third item? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. ·---·------·----··-······· 
(Continue on next page.) 
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Section VII. SPECIAL REFERENCE BOOKS 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. · 
1. U. S. Census is taken every: 1. year 2. five years 3. ten years 4. monthly 5. fif-
teen years - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1. ___________ _ 
2. To obtain the Washington telephone number of your congressman, consult: 1. Con-
g1·essional Record 2. Congressional Digest 3. Statesman's Yea-rbook 4. U. S. Code 
5. Official Congressional Directory - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2. ___________ _ 
3. Essay and General Literature Index is an index to:· 1. periodicals published in the 
United States 2. volumes of collections of essays, 3. government documents 4. Amer-
ican newspapers 5. encyclopedias - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. ___________ _ 
4. For a map of Europe during the Crusades, consult: 1. Rand MeN ally World Atlas 
2. Hammond's Loose Leaf Atlas 8. Lippincott's New Gazettee'r 4. Cram's Atlas 
5. Shepherd's Historical Atlas - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4. ______ __ ___ _ 
5. The reference book with an index in front rather than in back is: 1. World Almanac 
2. Statesman's Yearbook 8. New International Yea1·book 4. Annual Register 
5. American Yearbook - - - - - - - - 5. ------------
6. Stevenson's Home Book of Quotations is arranged: 1. alphabetically by poets 
2. alphabetically by title 8. chronologically by date of publication 4. by subject-
classification 5. by frequency - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6. ___________ _ 
7. Aye1·'s Di1·ectory of Newspapers and Periodicals is arranged: 1. alphabetically by 
newspapeT 2. chronologically by age of publication 9. alphabetically by publisheT 
4. statistically by ciTculation 5. alphabetically by state, city, publication - - - - 7. ___________ _ 
8. Who's Who in America is published: 1. annually 2. semi-annually 3. quarterly 
4. biennially 5. triennially - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8. ___________ _ 
COMPLETION 
Directions: List the publication to which you would refer for locating the following information: 
1. The present home address of Sinclair Lewis. - 1. ---------------------------------------------· 
2. ---- -----------------------------------------
3. ---------------------------------------------
4.- --- ----------------------- ------------ ------
2. The market price of any stamp. - - - - - - - - - -
3. The college colors of Vanderbilt University. - - -
4. 
5. 
6. 
The author and title of a poem, the first line of which you know. -
A record of medical progress last year. 
The present president of Argentina. - - - - - - - - - -
MATCHING 
5. -------------- ----- --------------------------
6. --------------- ------------------------------
Directions: Match the question under A with the source under B most likely to contain the answer. 
Place in the answer column at the right the letter preceding the question under A. 
A (Information) B (Source) 
a. Poetry on the home 1. Essay and General Literature Index 1._ ______ _ 
b. Criticism of DeQuincey's Works 2. Ayer's Dictionary of Newspapers 2. ________ 
c. A poem of which you know the first line only 3. World Almanac - - - - - - - 3. ________ 
d. Excerpts from DeQuincey's Works 4. Statesman's Yearbook 
- - - - -
4. ________ 
e. Map of Europe before the World War 5. Dictionary of American Biography 
-
5. ___ ___ __ 
f. Authoritative Life of Barnum 6. New Larned History - - - - - - 6. ________ 
g. Enrollment of Harvard last year 7. Shepherd's Historical Atlas - - - 7. ________ 
h. Principal industries of Franklin, Tenn. 8. Warner Library - - - - - - - 8. __ ______ 
i. Parkman's own words on history of new world 9. Granger's Index to Poetry - - - 9. ________ 
j. Map boundary changes during last year 10. Stevenson's Home Book of Quotations 10. ________ 
TOTAL SCOUE (Section VII) ----------------
10 
Section VIII. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the question 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not write 
the word) in the answer column at the right. 
1. A bibliography is: 1. a list of references 2. the life of a great man or woman 3. a 
series of graphs and charts 4. a collection of maps 5. a library of books - - - - 1. ........... . 
2. In compiling a bibliography, it is best to keep your references: 1. on a sheet of 
paper 2. in your notebook 3. on 3x5 cards 4. on scratch sheets 5. in the back of 
your book - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 ............ . 
3. A full list of American publishers and their addresses can be found in: 1. Encyclo-
pedia Americana 2. Boolc Review Digest 3. Readers' Guide 4. American Year-
book 5. U. S. Catalog - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3. ___________ _ 
4. For a list of all the books published last year in the English language on the subject 
of stamps, consult: 1. Readers' Guide 2. Cumulative Boolc Index 3. Book Review 
Digest 4. Standard Catalog 5. International Index - - - - - - - - - - 4 ............ . 
5. A bibliography which follows dictionary arrangement is a list of references 
arranged: 1. alphabetically by author 2. alphabetically by title 3. alphabetically by 
subject 4. alphabetically by author, title, and subject 5. logically by subject accord-
ing to a classified scheme - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 ............ . 
6. Of the following items, which one can be omitted from a bibliographic reference: 
1. author 2. title 3. imprint 4. paging 5. edition - - - - - - - - - - - 6 ............ . 
7. The plus ( +) sign in the Boolc Review Digest denotes: 1. a good review, 2. more 
to follow 3. favorably reviewed 4. conservative position 5. one of a series of books - 7 ............ . 
8. If a book is by many authors and has no one responsible, enter book in your biblio-
graphy under: 1. first author 2. all authors 3. title 4. publisheT 5. date - - - - 8. ___________ _ 
COMPLETION 
Directions: Read these questions carefully and place their answers in the answer column at the right. 
1. Where can one find a list of all the books in English published last year? - - 1. ---······················· 
2. What is one called who compiles lists of references? -· - - - - - - - - 2 . ......................... . 
3. If five copyright dates are given in a book, which one is used in a bibliography? 3. ----------·············--
4. If three places of publication are given on the title page, which one is used in 
a bibliography? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 .......................... . 
5. What publication will give you the price of any American book in print by 1928. 5 .......................... . 
6. The Library of Congress cards follow a definite bibliographic sequence of items. 
The first two items listed are author and title; the fourth item is the collation. 
What is the third item? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 .......................... . 
(Continue on next page.) 
11 
Section VII. SPECIAL REFERENCE BOOKS 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
Directions: There are five possible answers for completing the statements below. Read the qu tion 
carefully, select the statement which makes the best answer, and then write the number (do not rite 
the word) in the answer column at the right. · 
1. U. S. Census is taken every: 1. year 2. fiv e years 3. ten years 4. monthly 5. fif-
teen years - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1. .. --------
2. To obtain the Washington telephone number of your congressman, consult: 1. Con-
g1·essional Record 2. Congressional Digest 3. Statesman's Y ear book 4. U. S. Code 
~ l')+f:.,.... ,:,..J ,..,,.,,....,..,..,nntt•nMn7 n,•,.,.n ,.fl'\~1 
MATCHING 
2 . 
Directions: Below is a bibliographic entry (Item A) with the units lettered (Column B) and a list of 
the units (Column C). Place in the answer column at the right the letter preceding the unit n me in 
Column B that corresponds to the list item in Column C. 
A 
973 
C46 Slosson, E. E. The American spirit in education; .a chronicle of great teachers. New aven, 
Yale University Press, 1921. 309p. (The Chronicles of America. v.33) 
B C 
a. Name of series 1. Slosson, E. E. - - - - - 1. 
b. Imprint 2. The American spirit of education 2. Collation -c. 
d. Author 3. v.33 - - - - - - - - - - - 3. 
e. Title 4. a chronicle of great teachers 4. 
f. Volume in series 5. 973 5. Sub-title - - - - - - - - -g. 
h. Bibliography 6. C46 - - - - - - - - - 6. - ----------
i. Decimal classification 7. New Haven, Yale University Press 7. -----------j. Author number 8. 309p. 8. k. Number of copies printed - - - - - - - -
I. Size of the book 9. The Chronicles of America - - - 9. 
TOTAL SCORE (Section VIII) -- ~------- ---- -
PEABODY LIBRARY INFORMATION TEST 
COLLEGE LEVEL 
D eveloped by 
LOUIS SHORES 
JOSEPH E. MOORE 
George Peabody College 
Directions and Keys 
Published by 
EDUCATIONAL TEST BUREAU 
EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHERS, Inc. 
Minneapolis- Nashville- Philadelphia 
FORM A 
NORMS 
Percentile Scores as Based on 1,379 Cases Representing Ten Colleges 
SECTION Total 
I II III IV v VI VII VIII Test 
Qa 12 11 13 15 14 8 7 9 79 
Median 9 7 9 12 12 5 6 7 64 
Ql 7 5 6 9 10 4 4 4 51 
QDev. 2.49 2.39 3.29 1.16 2.42 2.00 1.72 2.40 14.02 
"Median .16 .14 .15 .17 .13 .11 .10 .13 .75 
Range 0-22 0-28 0-21 0-24 0-22 0-16 0-16 0-18 13-la3 
DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTERING AND SCORING 
Administering. Distribute the test booklets to the students 
and direct them to fill in the blanks on the front cover. Caution 
them to keep their booklets closed until given the signal to 
begin. 
Get the attention of all the students and then say, This test 
is divided into eight different sections, each cove1·ing a special 
phase of the libra'ry. Each of these eight sections has three 
types of questions with their respective directions. Four minutes 
of time will be allowed for answering the questions in each 
section. You will take only one section at a time. If you have 
not answe1·ed all the questions when the time is called on that 
section, stop working and turn to the next section. If you finish 
a section of questions before the time is called, do not proceed 
to the next section until given the signal to do so, and do not turn 
back to complete a previous section of questions. Now everyone 
turn to the Section I , "The Book." 
There are three sets of questions. Start with the Multiple 
Choice questions. R ead the directions and do exactly what you 
are told to do. Ready. Go. 
At the end of exactly four minutes, say Stop. Now turn to 
Section II, "A1·rangement of Books." This section is answe1·ed 
in the same way as Section I. Ready. Go. 
Continue in this way throughout the entire test, allowing 
only four minutes of time for each section. As soon as the 
eighth section is finished, collect all test booklets at once. 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Suggestions for the Use of the Test. The Peabody Library 
Information Test should prove valuable in sectioning students 
for library instruction. The scores for each section of the test 
will enable the instructor to compare student with student and 
concentrate the instruction on those who need it. It is common 
knowledge that many students will know more about the methods 
of using the library before they get the special course in library 
instruction than some students will after having taken the 
instruction. 
Library training to be meaningful and useful should be 
given to the student who needs it and in the particular phase or 
phases in which he may be deficient. The library test serves as 
a combination diagnostic and achievement test. The general 
ability of each student can be evaluated against all the others 
and at the same time have his special lack revealed for remedial 
teaching. 
The Peabody Library Information Test should be used as a 
teaching instrument. To get the best results, the students should 
feel that the information revealed by the test will be used for 
their self improvement. 
Validity. The present form of this test is the result of: 
(1) a careful examination of all existing texts in the field; 
(2) the criticisms and suggestions from ten outstanding authori-
ties recommended by the American Library Association as 
having done the most with testing library information in col-
leges; and (3) nine years of actual library instruction of college, 
high school, and elementary school students. 
Reliability. The following reliability coefficient was obtained 
by the split-half method of correlating the odd numbered items 
with the even numbered items. The coefficient has been cor-
rected by the Spearman-Brown formula. 
Standard Error of an Obtained Score 3.51 
Entire Test ................................................. 88±.02 
NORMS 
Percentile Scores as Based on 1,379 Cases Representing Ten Colleges 
SECTION Total 
I II III IV v VI VII VIII Test 
Q3 12 11 13 15 14 8 7 9 79 
Median 9 7 9 12 12 5 6 7 64 
Ql 7 5 6 9 10 4 4 4 51 
QDev. 2.49 2.39 3.29 1.16 2.42 2.00 1.72 2.40 14.02 
rr Median .16 .14 .15 .17 .13 .11 .10 .13 .75 
Range 0-22 0-28 0-21 0-24 0-22 0-16 0-16 0-18 13-1~3 
DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTERING AND SCORING 
Administering. Distribute the test booklets to the students 
and direct them to fill in the blanks on the front cover. Caution 
them to keep their booklets closed until given the signal to 
begin. 
Get the attention of all the students and then say, This test 
is divided into eight different sections, each cove'ring a special 
phase of the libra1·y. Each of these eight sections has three 
types of questions with their respective directions. Four minutes 
of time will be allowed for answering the questions in each 
section. You will take only one section at a time. If you have 
not answered all the questions when the time is called on that 
section, stop working and turn to the next section. If you finish 
a section of questions before the time is called, do not proceed 
to the next section until given the signal to do so, and do not tu1·n 
back to complete a previous section of questions. Now everyone 
turn to the Section I, "The Book." 
There are three sets of questions. Start with the Multiple 
Choice questions. Read the directions and do exactly what you 
are told to do. Ready. Go. 
At the end of exactly four minutes, say Stop. Now turn to 
Section II, "A1·rangement of Books." This section is answe1·ed 
in the same way as Section I. Ready. Go. 
Continue in this way throughout the entire test, allowing 
only four minutes of time for each section. As soon as the 
eighth section is finished, collect all test booklets at once. 
Scoring. The score is the number of correct responses. In 
the case of the Judgment tests in Sections IV and V, some of the 
items are to be checked while others to be correct must be left 
unchecked. Any disagreement between the student's answer and 
the checking on the answer key constitutes an error and should 
be discredited accordingly. 
The score on the entire test is the sum of the scores on the 
eight individual sections. All scores should be recorded on the 
front cover of the test booklet. 
Multiple Choiee 
1- 3 
2-4 
3-3 
4-4 
5- 1 
6-2 
7- 3 
8- 1 
SCORING KEY 
SECTION I- THE BOOK 
Completion 
1- Last 
2- Preface 
3- Text 
4- Introduction 
5- Bibliography 
6- Appendix 
Matching 
1- e 
2- h 
3- j 
4-g 
5- c 
6-k 
7- d 
8- f 
9- a 
10- i 
SECTION II- ARRANGEMENT OF BOOKS 
Multiple Choice Completion Matching 
1-4 1- 900 1- 822.08 C66j 
2-3 2- 800 2- 822.08 C66o 
3- 822.07 3- 500 3- 822.33 
4-4 
4- 100 4- 917.55 
5- 200 5- 917.56 
5- 3 6- Social Sciences 6- 917.8 C96b 
6-1 7- Languages or Philology 7- 917.8 H87f 
7-3 8- Fine Arts 8- 917.8 P23o 
8-2 9- Bible 9- 920 L51b 
10- U. S. History 10- 920 L63c 
l 
SECTION III-THE CARD CATALOG 
Multiple Choice 
1-4 
2-3 
3- 1 
4-3 
5-1 
6-3 
7-3 
8-3 
Multiple Choice 
1- 1 
2-5 
3- 1 
4-5 
5-4 
6-2 
7-2 
8-4 
Completion 
1- Index 
2- By first name 
3- MacAdams 
4- Chronologically 
5- Befor·e 
6- 2, 1, 3 
SECTION IV- THE DICTIONARY 
Judgment 
1- v 
2-
3- v 
4-
5-
6-y 
7-
8-
9-v 
10-
SECTION V- THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Multiple Choice Judgment 
1- 1 1-v 
2-5 2-
3-3 3- v 
4-4 4-5-v 
5-1 6-
6-2 7-
7- 1 8-v 
8-2 9-v 
10- v 
Matching 
1-1 
2-g 
3- a 
4- i 
5- f 
6- d 
7- c 
8- j 
9- b 
10- n 
Matching 
1- k 
2- c 
3- e 
4-h 
5-l 
6- f 
7- i 
8- a 
9- g 
Matching 
1- b 
2- e 
3-d 
4- c 
5- f 
6-g 
/ 
SECTION VI- PERIODICALS AND INDEXES 
Multiple Choice Completion Matching 
1-5 1- Readers' Digest 1- b 
2-2 2- Readers' Guide 2- a 
3-1 3- Readers' Guide Supplement 3- e 
4-3 
5- 3 4- Poole's Index 4- d 
6-4 5- 1900 5- h 
7- 1 6- Book Review Digest 6- c 
8-5 
SECTION VII- SPECIAL REFERENCE BOOKS 
Multiple Choice 
1-3 
2-5 
3- 2 
4-5 
5- 1 
6-4 
7-5 
8-4 
Multiple Choice 
1- 1 
2-3 
3- 5 
4-2 
5-4 
6-5 
7-3 
8- 3 
Completion 
1- Who's Who in America 
2- Scott's Stamp Catalogue 
3-- World Almanac 
4- Granger's Index to Poetry 
6- American Year Book 
6- Statesman's Year Book 
SECTION VIII- BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Completion 
1- Cumulative Book Index 
2- Bibliographer 
8- Last 
4- First 
5- U.S. Catalog 
6- Imprint 
Matching 
1- b 
2- h 
3- g 
4- j 
5- f 
6- i 
7- e 
8- d 
9- c 
10- a 
Matching 
1- d 
2- e 
3- f 
4-g 
5- i 
6- j 
7- b 
8- c 
9- a 
